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Israelis say DFLP base bombed 


TEL AVIV (R) — i. Israeli aircraft bombed a “Palestinian base" 
m eastern Lebanon’s Bekaa Valley Wednesday hitting wfcat the 
army said was a launching point for attacks on Israeli troops in 
the south. It was the sixth time this year Israel has sent planes to 
attack commando targets. All but one of the air raids was in 
eastern Lebanon. The army said the planes scored direct bits on 
a one-storey building near Barr Elias, 12 kilometres from the 
Syrian frontier. A spokesman said the building was used as a' 
headquarters by the Democratic Front for the liberation of 
Palestine (DFLP). In an air raid eight days ago, the Israelis 
bombed suspected commando positions southeast of Beirut. 
The military command said earlier that Israel's casualty toll 
since the June, 1982, invasion had reached 650 dead. (See y gc 
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Reagan wants Mideast treaty 

BAHRAIN (AP) — U.S. President Ronald Reagan was quoted 
Wednesday as revealing that his administration has been trying 
to arrange an Arab-Israeli treaty similar to the one that former 
President Jimmy Carter sponsored between Egypt and the 
Jewish state in 1979. The London-based Saudi Arabian maga- 
zine AJ Majallah quoted Mr. Reagan as saying that the accord 
be has been seeking would be patterned after the Camp David 
frameworks. Ii sajd that, in Ids quest for a Mideast settlement, 
Mr. Reagan has been trying to push the belligerents closer to 
each other in direct negotiations in which Washington would 
play no direct role. Mr. Reagan, according to Al Majallah, 
emphasised anew the U.S. insistence on not talking with the 
PLO unless it recognised Israel. “The Palestinian problem is 
among the major problems that need to be settled by negotia- 
tions... so that peace may prevail in the Middle East," the 
magazine quoted Mr. Reagan as saying. 
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Kidnapped Israeli 
soldier killed 


TUNIS (R> — Palestinian com- 
mandos killed an Israeli corporal 
kidnapped 10 days ago and threw 
his body in a wood between Rara- 
allah and Jerusalem, the Pal- 
estinian news agency WAFA rep- 
orted Wednesday. It quoted a 
commando spokesman as saying 
that the soldier, named as Levi 
Aili. was killed because Israeli 
authorities used ‘"all kinds of tor- 
ture and rerror” against a group of 
Palestinians seized on March 13 in 
Cypriot territorial waters.- The 
soldier was kidnapped on April 10 
by a Palestinian group called 
“Force-17" operating in Israeli 
occupied territories, WAFA said. 
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Rifai commits his government to support citizens’ 
freedom of opinion, expression, belief and work 

Premier pledges' efforts towards stimulating economy , relaxing 
martial law, restoring Arab solidarity and achieving peace 


7 Israelis 

wounded in attack 

BEIRUT (R) — Two Israeli con- 
voys were hit by roadside bombs 
in South Lebanon Wednesday and 
security sources there quoted 
eyewitnesses as saying one blast 
caused seven casualties- The sou- 
rces said one convoy was hit twice. 
After the second explosion four 
Israelis were seen being carried on 
stretchers and three others were 
limping. A bomb against another 
convoy caused no casualties, the 
sources added. 

Peres opposes probe 
, into Lebanon invasion 

TEL AVIV (R) — Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres said Wednesday he 
would not set up a commission of 
inquiry into the Israeli invasion of 
Lebanon. “In my opinion, we 
haven’t much time, and we have 
more pressing concerns.” he said 
at an assembly organised by Tel 
Aviv University studetrB'Tn'hTs" 
Labour Party. Critics of former 
Defence Minister Ariel Sharon 
have urged that a commission inv- 
estigate allegations he misled the 
government to gain approval for 
the invasion in June 1982. 

, U.S., Israel to 
make new missiles 


TEL AVIV (AP) — The United 
States and Israel will develop and 
produce new missiles, submarines 
and patrol boats in a joint pro- 
gramme to cut costs in updating 
their navies, U.S. Navy Secretary 
John F. Lehman announced Wed- 
nesday. Israeli officials estimated 
that the deals discussed during Mr. 
Lehman's two-day trip would inv- 
olve more than $1 billion over 
several years. Mr. Lehman also 
announced that the U.S. armed 
services were seeking a second 
, squadron of Israeli-built Kfif jet 
' fighters. 

Discovery crew fail 
to activate satellite 

CAPE CANAVERAL, Florida 
<R) — The crew of the space shu- 
ttle Discovery, despite • near- 
heroic efforts over three days, 
Wednesday failed to activate a 
dormant communications sat- 
ellite. Using (he shuttle's 16- 
metre robot arm, crew member 
. Rhea Seddon twice hit an act- 
ivation switch on the side of the’ 
slowly-spinning satellite but was 
unable to push it far enough so 
. that it would bring the powerless 
craft to life. 


By Sahtmeh B. Ne’matt 
and Abdallah Hasanat 
Jordan Times Staff Reporters 

AMMAN — Prime Minister Zaid Rifai 
Wednesday pledged his government’s sup- 
port for the citizens’ freedom of opinion, 
expression, belief and work and intensified 
efforts towards improving inter-Arab rel- 
ations and restoring Arab solidarity, and 
outlined his cabinet’s plan of action to rev- 
italise the Jordanian economy and vowed to 
work with the international community, 
both East and West, for a just solution to the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. He also announced the 
arrival of the first shipment of arms for a 
proposed “People’s Army” and said his gov- 
ernment will work towards improving toe 
living standards of the “less fortunate” cit- 
izens In the society. 



Prime Minister Zaid Rifai delivers the new cabinet’s policy statement to the Lower House of Parliament Wednesday (Photo by Yousef Al ‘Allan), 
the one Jordanian family,” ihe He said the citizen will be free as Martial law opportunities for growth and dev- 


Delivering his government's 
policy statement to the Lower 
House of Parliament, Mr. Rifai 
said the government was “well 
aware of its burdens and res- 
ponsibilities which it will cany in 


PLO to 
step up 
armed 
struggle 

BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Top 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) officials agreed to continue 
armed struggle against Israel at 
the end of a two-day policy mee- 
ting here, a PLO official said 
Wednesday. 

The taliu, chaired by Yasser 
Arafat, grouped the 1 1-man PLO 
Executive Committee and the 
Central Committee of Mr. Ara- 
fat’s Fateh commando group, the 
largest PLO faction. 

The Iraqi News Agenty (INA) 
quoted PLO Executive Com- 
mittee member Mahmoud Abbas 
(Abu Abbas) as saying “one of the 
resolutions stressed the con- 
tinuation of armed struggle aga- 
inst the Zionist occupation forces 
to restore the rights of the Pal- 
estinian people.” 

Mr. Abbas said the meeting also 
stressed “the PLO was the sole 
legitimate representative of the 
Palestinian people.” 

The Tunis-based Palestinian 
news agency WAFA Tuesday 
night quoted a PLO official as say- 
ing the meeting insisted on equal 
representation with Jordan m a 
proposed U.N. -sponsored Middle 
East peace conference. 

WAFA quoted a member of the 

(Continued on page 3t 


cooperation with the house ” 
“We give utmost concern to 
cooperation between the leg- 
islative and executive branches 
through dialogue and exchange of 
opinions within the framework of 


the one Jordanian family,” the 
prime minister said. 

He said the government will 
step up its efforts to provide a bet- 
ter life for the Jordanian citizen by 
offering services and guarantees 
to secure his interests and safety. 

“It is the citizen's right to live 
free and secure, away from fear, 
worry and tyranny. The citizen is 
free in his opinion, free in his bel- 
ief, free in his expression and free 
in his work," Mr. Rifai said. 


He said the citizen will be free as 
long as he is committed to the wel- 
fare of his country, the con- 
stitution and laws and his res- 
ponsibility towards his fellow cit- 
izens and work. 

“A free citizen is more capable 
of protecting his national and per- 
sonal security than exceptional 
situations and martial laws Imp- 
osed by the circumstances of our 
conflict with the enemy.” Mr. 
Rifai continued. 



heavy clashes in Beirut 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Leb- 
anon's year-old “national unity” 
government, aimed at forging 
unity between the country’s fac- 
tions, collapsed Wednesday after 
fierce street fighting in Beirut; 

Beirut Radio said Prime Min- 
ister Rashid Karami announced 
the cabinet’s resignation shortly 
after militiamen of the mostly 
Shi'ite “Amal” and pre- 
dominantly Druze Progressive 
Socialist Party (PSP) staged a 
“victory parade” through west 
Beirut following 1 5 hours of street 
warfare. 

The battles pined Amal and the 
PSP against the mainly Sunni 
Murabiioun militiamen after • 
Amal tried to open an office In a . 
district controlled by Murabitoiu. 

Mr. Karami formed his “nat- 
ional unity” cabinet a year ago in' 
the hope of bringing Lebanon's 
various religious and political fac- 
tions closer together to end a dec- 
ade of civil war. 

Mr. Karami, a Sunni Muslim, 
said in a recorded statement bro- 
adcast by Beirut radio stations 
that the street fighting is west Bei- 
rut was a “horrific nightmare.’’ 

A source close to President 
Amin Gem ayel’ s office declined 
comment on whether Mr. Gem- 
ayel will accept Ka rami’ s res- 
ignation. ■■ ■ 

The “Voice of the Nation” 
radio reported Mr. Karami tel- 
ephoned his resignation to Mr- 
Gemayel. The radio said Mr. - 


Karami agrees 
to stay on 
temporarily 

BEIRUT (R) — Lebanese Prime 
Minister Rashid Karami agreed to 
head a caretaker administration 
after submitting his government’s 
resignation, Beirut Radio said. 

Mr. Karami resigned earlier 
Wednesday, but the radio said he 
had agreed to stay on temporarily 
after consulting with President 
Gemayel. 

Gemayel immediately consulted 
Syrian President Hafez. Al Assad 
in Damascus. 

The premier’s action could plu- 
nge the country into another pol- 
itical crisis amid fighting in the 
south as Israeli troops prepared to 
pull out of the region they invaded 
in June 1982. 

“No one can justify what is hap- 
pening in our capital, Beirut,” Mr. 
Karami declared somberly in his 
broadcast. 

“To apologise to you. brothers, 
for what has happened, I render to 
you and to Beirut the resignation 
of the national unity cabinet.'* 

Mr. Karamfs decision came 
after Education Minister Selim 
Hoss, also a Sunni, announced he 
was resigning as a result of the str- 
eet battles, in which at least 27 
people were known to have died 


and 80 were wounded. 

Some west Beirut residents said 
the fighting in their districts Tue- 
sday and early Wednesday had 
been more frightening than during 
the 1982 Israeli thrust into the 
city. 

Militias have controlled west 
Beirut since they took it over in 
fighting with the Lebanese army a 
year ago. 

In the latest flare-up, the Amal 
men were backed by fighters of 
cabinet minister Watid Junbiatt's 
PSP militia while the Murabiioun 
had some Palestinians on Lheir 
side, according to security sources. 

It was not clear exactly which 
Palestinians were involved. Pal- 
estinian fighters withdrew from 
Beirut after the 1982 Israeli inv- 
asion but many Palestinians rem- 
ained in refuge? camps in Beirut 
and elsewhere in Lebanon. 

The “national unity” cabinet 
had often been crippled by boy- 
cotts by its ministers, including 
Mr. Junbjatt, a sworn enemy of 
the Falangist Party founded by 
Mr. Gamayel’s late father Pierre. 
Mr. Junblatt had the portfolio of 
‘public works, transport and tou- 
rism. 

Amal leader Nabih Bern was 
also on the cabinet, as minister of 
justice and minister of state for 
South Lebanon but he, too, was 
highly critical of what he called the 
slow progress of moves to give 
Muslims a greater say in 
Lebanon. 


Violent protests mark day 
of solidarity with detainees 


Mubarak, Peres plan 
to meet 4 within weeks’ 


AMMAN (Petra) — Palestinians 
living in occupied Jerusalem 
Wednesday organised violent 
demonstrations against the Israeli 
occupation to mark Palestinian 
Prisoners Day, reports reaching 
here from the occupied West 
Bank said. 

The reports said that residents 
of Sha’fat, located at the northern 
entrance to the HolyCity,set tyres 
ablaze and blocked the main road 
to Jerusalem. They also threw sto- 
nes at Israeli military vehicles and 
chanted slogans condemning the 
'Israeli occupation of the Arab ter- 
ritories • and' the occupation 
forces’ arbitrary and oppressive 
measures against Palestinians. 

Following the demonstrations 
the. Israeli occupation forces 
arrested a large number of Arab 
inhabitants, the report said. 

In 1977 the Palestinian Nat- 
ional Council (PNC) declared 


April 1 7 as a day in solidarity witb 
Palestinian Prisoners in Israeli pri- 
sons. 

The United Nations has des- 
cribed Zionism as a form of Fac- 
ism and Nazism and in 1975' pas- 
sed a resolution that condemned 
Israel’s aggressive policies against 
inhabitants of the occupied Arab 
territories. 

International organisations, 
human rights groups and the Int- 
ernational Red Cross conference 
held in Tehran, in 1972, have all 
condemned Israeli racial policies 
and the Tehran conference passed 
a resolution calling for treatment 
of Palestinian prisoners as pri- 
soners of war (PoWs) in acc- 
ordance to Geneva conventions. 

Israel, in the meantime, has 
ordered all international res- 
olutions and continued its "agg- 
ression against the inhabitants of 
the occupied Arab territories. 


CAIRO (Agencies) — President 
Hosts Mubarak and Israeli Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres will meet 
“in a matter of weeks” for talks 
on bilateral relations, a senior 
Israeli official said Wednesday. 

. Avraham Tamir, director- 
general of Mr. Peres’ office, dis- 
closed the summit plan to repor- 
ters as Ezer Weizman, minister 
without portfolio in the Israeli 
cabinet, conferred with Foreign 
Minister Esmat Abdul Meguid. 

Mr. Tamir is accompanying 
Mr. Weizman, Mr. Peres’s top 
adviser on Arab affairs, on a 
three-day Cairo .visit, the latest 
sign of improved relations be- 
tween Egypt 'and Israel after a 
chill caused by the Israeli inva- 
sion of Lebanon in June 1982. 

‘The summit will be held,” 
Mr. Tamir said. “It’s not in a 
matter of months but in a matter 
of weeks.” 


Israeli embassy sources said 
Mr. Weizman made a similar 
remark at a briefing for Israeli 
reporters on Wednesday after he 
talked for two hours "with Mr. 
Mubarak. 

Israeli government officials 
speaking anonymously said the 
summit , the first between the 
two countries in four years, will 
be next month. 

Those officials said agreement 
on the meeting was reached last 
week in a detailed letter from Mr, 
Mubarak to Mr. Peres. 

Hie thaw in bilateral relations 
began 'shortly after Mr. Peres 
took office last September. He 
and Mr. Mubarak have ex- 
changed several messages and en- 
voys since. 

Israeli media reports quoted 
Mr. Weizman as saying the sum- 
mit would be held in Egypt but 
outside Cairo. 


The prime minister said the 
government has decided to limit 
the application of martial law in a 
way so that it does not exceed the 
necessities required for mai- 
ntaining the Kingdom’s security. 

“In this healthy atmosphere of 
guaranteeing public freedom and 
spreading the feeling of res- 
ponsibility among citizens, it is the 
government’s duty to provide the 


Benjedid 1 
urges more 
active U.S. 
role in 
Mideast 

From Larais K. Andoni 
in Washington 

ALGERIAN President Chadli 
Benjedid has encouraged the U.S. 
to take a more active role in the 
search for a Middle East set- 
tlement. and expressed his cou- 
ntry's readiness to consider any 
initiative for solving the Pal- 
estinian problem, a senior State 
Department official said Wed- 
nesday. 

The official, who asked not to 
be named, sajd the Algerian pre- 
sident talked at length about his 
country's position on the Arab- 
Israeli conflict during a meeting he 
held with President Ronald Rea- 
gan Wednesday, and stressed that 
the future of the Palestinians con- 
stituted the key question in the 
Middle East. 

President Benjedid arrived in 
Washington on Tuesday and was 
received by Mr. Reagan at the 
White House Wednesday. In a 
welcoming ceremony, the U5. 
president hailed the improvement 
in U.S.- Algerian relations and 
said ties between the two cou- 
ntries had strengthened in recent 
years. He also announced that two 
new U.S.-AIgerian accords, dea- 
ling with economic and cultural 
relations, would be signed while 
Mr. Benjedid was in the U.S. 

The State Department official 
neither confirmed nor denied that 
the Algerian President handed 
Mr. Reagan a message from Jor- 
dan and the PLO, but he praised 
Algeria's "active'' role in trying to 
bring about a Middle East set- 
tlement. A proof of this ''active ’ 
role, the ofrWial said, is that Alg- 
eria was the first country that King 
Hussein visited after the Feb. II 
accord and the visit later there by a 
joint Jordan-PLO delegation. 

The official said there is still a 
long way to go before achieving a 
Middle East settlement, but that 
the U-S. and Algeria shared the 
same goals in attempts to bring 
about peace in the area. “Pre- 
sident Benjedid also stressed the 
need for all nations to live in 
peace” during his meeting with 
President Reagan. 

Mr. Reagan said Mr. Benjedicfs 
visit provided an opportunity to 
further strengthen relations. 

He thanked Mr. Benjedid and 
his government, for their crucial 
role in securing the release of 
American hostages held in Iran . 


opportunities for growth and dev- 
elopment within the framework of 
respect to Lhe country and its sec- 
urity,” he said. 

The government will work to 
protect Jordanian citizens and ins- 
titutions inside and outside the 
Kingdom to enable them to pur- 
sue their interests and be amb- 
assadors of their country, he said. 

Mr. Rifai said the new gov- 
ernment will continue to str- 
engthen and develop Jordan's 


Armed Forces and security organs 
in order to protect the citizen and 
the country's institutions from 
sabotage, terrorism and agg- 
ression. 

Terrorism 

Referring to terrorist attacks on 
Jordanians abroad, Mr. Rifai said 
that although the attacks were car- 
ried out by Arab elements, “it is 

(Continued on page 3) 


Stock market trading 
hits two-year high 


By John Rice 
The Associated Press 

AMMAN — The country’s small 
stock market has staged its str- 
ongest rally in 2Vi years, fuelled 
by optimism over a new gov- 
ernment committed to helping 
private business, officials said 
Wednesday. 

Financial Market General 
Manager Hashem Sabbagh said 
the price index of all shares rose 
by 7.8 per cent in the first 17 days 
of April, reaching 119.5, while 
the value of stocks traded 
reached JD 2.9 million — almost 
equal to the full-month figures for 
January, February and March. 

He said the 540 sales contracts 
on Wednesday and Tuesday were 
the most in two years and he said 
the overall rally was the strongest 
since June 1982, just before the 
country entered a recession. 

"The main factor if that the 
government... has a very well- 
declared policy of privatisation 
and private sector (support) in all 
aspects of economic life,” Mr. 
Sabbagh said. 

A series of unexpectedly high 
dividends announced at the start 
of the month and a growing rea- 
lisation that many slocks are und- 
ervalued following a long slump 


also has helped, he said. 

Chamber of Commerce Pre- 
sident Hamdi Taba'a said the 
market also was reacting to the 
government's cancellation of 
plans to require 51 per cent Jor- 
danian ownership of foreign 
banks. Many businessmen say that 
plan would have discouraged for- 
eign investors and would have 
squeezed the local capital market. 

King Hussein on April 4 named 
Prime Minister Zaid Rifai to head, 
a 23-member cabinet which has 
pledged to encourage investment 
by revamping tax and investment 
laws, smoothing regulations and 
cooperating with the private sec- 
tor. 

"The psychology is high now 
ami that's what is needed to act- 
ivate the market...” Mr. Sabbagh 
said. 

He said share prices for the 
banking sector have climbed 1 1.8 
per cent so far in April, insurance 
shares have risen by 6.1 per cent, 
services by 5.3 per cent and ind- 
ustrials by eight per cent. 

About 120 companies are rep- 
resented in the seven-year-old 
market, which recorded a trading 
volume of JD 59 million in 1984 
after one of JD 140.6 million in 
1983. 


Murphy in Cairo after 
talks with Palestinians 


CAIRO (Agencies) — U.S. 
Assistant Secretary of State 
Richard Murphy arrived here 
Wednesday on the third stop in a 
Middle East tour to explore pros- 
pects for reviving Arab-Israeli 
peace negotiations. 

Mr. Murphy refused to make a 
statement upon his arrival at 
Cairo international airport from 
Israel. Egyptian officials said the 
U.S.-envoy would confer with 
President Hosni Mubarak later in 
the day and meet Foreign Minis- 
ter Esmat Abdul Meguid on the 
remainder or his planned three- 
day stay. 

Mr. Murphy flew to Cairo from 
Israel, where he met not only 
with Israeli government officials 
but also with a group of 30 
Palestinians from the Israeli- 
occupied territories. 

The U.S. envoy, who has also 
visited Jordan on his current tour, 
met the Palestinians at an infor- 
mal gathering Tuesday after two 
days of meetings with Israeli 
leaders. 

Among other things. Mr. Mur- 
phy is believed to be discussing a 


proposal by Mr. Mubarak for a 
meeting between U.S. officials 
and a delegation of Palestinians 
and Jordanians as a first step 
towards Arab-Israeli peace talks. 

The "United States has ruled 
out participation by members Of 
"the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) in the delegation 
until the PLO clearly accepts 
Israel’s right to exist. 

The group of Palestinian lead- 
ers who met Mr. Murphy Tues- 
day, gave the U.S. envoy a peti- 
tion saying they viewed the PLO 
as the sole representative of the 
Palestinian people. 

The petition, copies of which 
were made available to reporters, 
also called for the establishment 
of a Palestinian state. It was 
signed by 22 Palestinian leaders 
from the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

The statement endorsed the 
PLO as the "sole legitimate rep- 
resentative of the Palestinian 
people” and called for Palestinian 
self-determination. 

(Coatinoed on page 2 ) 
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1 crew member injured in Exocet attack 


Iraqi missile attack 
damages Cypriot tanker 


BAHRAIN (R) — Iraqi warplanes fired a missile late 
Tuesday night at a Cypriot tanker on an Iranian “oil 
shuttle" in the Gulf* ending a three-week lull in 
shipping attacks, shipping sources said Wednesday. 


Caprain Promos Oionysios told 
Reuters by ship-to-shore radio 
Wednesday that his 122,841 -ion 
tanker, the Kypros. was hit at 
1850 GMT and that a Filipino 
crew member was wounded. Iraq 
said it had struck a “very large 
naval target*' at 1900 GMT. 

The captain said a ship from the 
Iranian coast guard took the wou- 
nded crew member off the Kyp- 
ros, and that a tug was now towing 
his tanker to either Bahrain or 
Dubai. 

“We have no power. We have 
onJy batteries." he said, before 
breaking the conversation to 
speak to the Lug- 

One shipping source said the 
engine room had burst into flames 
ana was still burning Wednesday 
morning. 


degrees six minutes east, 50 deg- 
rees 52 minutes north, about SO 
miles south-east of Kharg and 15 
miles off the Iranian coast. 

Iran chartered the Kypros and 
four other tankers earlier this year 
to shuttle oil down to a makeshift 
terminal ar Sirri. 

The shuttle scheme allows for- 


eign tankers to load oil at Sirri. out 


of the effective range of Iraqi air- 


craft, without having to risk the 
trip to Kharg. 

One shipping source said the 
Kypros was owned by Oriental 
Topaz Company of Cyprus and 


managed by Troodos Shipping 
Limited of Greece. 


Capt. Dionysios did not specify 
what hit his snip, but the shipping 


Iraq last claimed to have hit a 
ship last week during a visit to' 
Baghdad by U.N. Secretary- 
GeneraJ Javier Perez de Cuellar. 
The claim was not independently 
confirmed. 


source said : “ It must have been an 
Exocet (missile). Nothing else 


Iraqi Foreign Minister and De- 
ity Prime Minister Tareq Aziz 


could have clobbered the engine 
room like that in the middle of the 


night.” 

In London, Lloyds Shipping 
'intelligence said the Kypros was 
hit by an Exocet. a French- 
produced air-to-ship missile used 
often by the Iraqis against ships 
over the past year. 

■ The Kypros was headed in bal- 
last from Sirri Island in the sou- 
thern Gulf to Iran's main oil ter- 
minal at Kharg Island, shipping 
sources said. It was struck at 28 


puty Prime Minister Tareq Aziz 
said after Mr. Perez de Cuellar 
left: “The war is continuing and. 
so are the attacks.” 

The last confirmed shipping str- 
ike in the Gulf was an Iraqi attack 
on a 14,650-ton Panamanian bulk 
carrier on March 26, preceded two 


days earlier by an Iraqi strike on a 
126.469-ton Italian tanker. 


126.469-ton Italian tanker. 

Most of Iraq's strikes have been 
during the day, which prompted 
many captains to' travel as much as 
possible at night if they did ven- 
ture up the Gulf into the area Iraq 


Murphy in Cairo 


(Continued from page I) 


“The idea was to inform the 
assistant secretary of the people’s 
opinion on current matters.” said 
Anwar Nusseibeh. a former 
Jordanian defence .minister. 

“It was very pleasant, very 
• informal. There were no speech- 
es." said Mr. Nusseibeh, who 
was reached by telephone after 
the two-hour gathering at the 
U.S. consulate in Jerusalem. 

Among those who did not sign 


the statement were Bethlehem 
Mayor Elias Freij. Mr. Freij's 
name has been reported as one of 
seven on a list of potential ' 
Palestinian delegates to peace 
talks who would be acceptable to 
both sides. U.S., PLO and other 
officials have all denied know- 
ledge of such a list. 

The Palestinian guests included 
political leaders, journalists for 
Arab-language newspapers, 
lawyers and businessmen. 

Lamis Andoni adds from Was- 
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had declared a war zone. 

Baghdad's aim is to deprive 
Tehran of oil revenue needed to 
continue the Gulf war. 

Iran has in the past retaliated 
against Iraqi air strikes by att- 
acking with rackets foreign ships 
using ports on the Arabian side of 
the Gulf. 

A military spokesman in Bag- 
hdad also said Iraqi anti-aircraft 
fire shot down a U.S.-built Iranian 
F-5 fighter-bomber Tuesday over 
the southern sector of the Gulf 
war front. 

He said the F-5 and two other 
Iranian aircraft had tried to cross 
into Iranian airspace. “The Ira- 
nian jet was seen falling in flames 
in front of our positions while the 
other two fled,” he said- 

Meanwhile, India has asked 
Iran and Iraq to ensure the safety 
of more than 40,000 of its citizens 
working in the two warring nat- 
ions. parliament was told Wed- 
nesday. 

Minister of State for External 
Affairs Khurehed Alam Khan said 
that 3,000 Indians were estimated 
to be working in Iran and 40,000 
in Iraq. 

“Our missions have requested 
the host governments to rake all 
necessary steps to ensure the saf- 
ety and security of Indian nat- 
ionals by either moving them to 
safer places or permitting them to 
leave the country,” Alam Khan 
said. 

Hie minister said some Indians 
had returned home from Iran and 
Iraq. He did not give derails. 

India said earlier this week that 
825,000 citizens were working in 
the Middle East. 
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Madaba citizens celebrate 
Al Isra’a Wal Mi’ raj 

The celebration was attended 
MADABA (Petra) — A f?" by all senior officials in the district. 

emony was held Wednesday at the J p reparal jons for more cel- 

Grand Mosque in Mad^acra me . ebradons taking place areover 
rtf Al Isra'a Wal Mi raj : .La mnnftV 


Urania Mosqu* ^ e&ranons arc w 

occasion of Al Isia'a Wal ^ 

A number of speakers taikea ^ m the cel- 

^ ImcmK derived ITOm UlP . ^iiWAMjnictArnf Aicnv 










A number of speakers „ ^ng speakers in the cel- 

about the lessons derived from tnc ebration ^ be Minister of Awqaf 
occasion and and Islamic Affairs Shdkh AfcjiaS 

orance of the city of Jerusalem to ^ ^ Khayatt, Palestine Nat- / 

Muslims. iooa l Council Speaker Sheikl*- 

Thc occasion commemorates A j xjul Hamid Sa’di. Ministry of 
the Pfophet Mohammad’s jou- ^ Under-Secretary Abdul 

raeyby night wJeni^OTMdfiK Ab badi and Religious Cui- 

ascension and return from hf^ v 59* d Preaching Director 






■«“ > “ TnTli. occasion of A! 

and to coordinate effo icn»’a Wal Mi’rai the aovernmeni 


CREDENTIALS PRESENTED — assador to Jordan. The mj w dff received the 
Foreign Minister Taher Al Masri (left) received Finnish and Portuguese ambassadors who delivered 
Wednesday the Soviet Ambassador to Jordan Ale- to him copies of their credentials as noo-resideiit 
zander Zinchuk who presented the minister with a ambassadors of their countries to Jordan, 
copy of his credentials as a non-resident Soviet amb. 


and to ter- Isra'a Wal Mi’raj the governmeai 


usalem. 


Dakhqan opens agricultural 
exhibition in Jordan Valley 


650 Israelis died , 4,485 hurt since 
June 1982 invasion of Lebanon 


hington: The memorandum that 
the 22 Palestinian leaders sub- 
mitted to Mr. Murphy includes six 
points, according to Palestinian 
sources here. The six points inc- 
lude: the PLO is the sole and leg- 
itimate representative of the Pal- 
estinian people; the Palestinians' 
unshakable commitment to the 
PLO; a call on the U.S. to hold 
direct talks with the PLO ; the Pal- 
estinian issue is a national issue; 
and a call on the U.S. to pressure 
Israel into stopping settlement act- 
ivity in the West Bank and Gaza 
and stop its harassment of 'Pal- 
estinians there. 


TEL AVIV (R) — The Israeli 
casualty toll since the June 1982 
invasion of Lebanon has climbed 
to 650 dead and 4,485 wounded, 
the army said Wednesday. 

The figures, which also include 
soldiers killed or wounded in tra- 
ining and road accidents, coincide 
with reports of an imm inent pul- 
lback from the coastal Tyre area 
and eastern Lebanon. 

Military sources said the army 
had almost completed dismantling 
bases and pulling out heavy equ- 
ipment from the area to be eva- 
cuated in phase two of the wit- 
hdrawal. 

Phase two involves the bulk of 
Israeli forces deployed along the 
so-called Red Line opposite the 
Syrian army in eastern Lebanon's 
Bekaa Valley. Security sources in 
South Lebanon said Israeli troops 
also would leave Tyre shortly. 

The cabinet was to discuss a 
date for the third and last phase of 
the withdrawal — a total pullout 
■across the international border — 
at its weekly meeting on Sunday. 

The latest casual nes reported 
by the array were four soldiers 
wounded Tuesday ni gh t by a land 
mine explosion near Tyre, the 
scene of frequent resistance att- 
acks. 

The nine-party coalition gov- 
ernment has been under public 
pressure to speed up the wit- 
hdrawal but Prime Minister Shi- 
mon feres- -has- said - vital equ- 
. s ,: . 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 


centuries). The Roman Theatre. 
Amman. Opening boun: 9.00 un. - 5 
p J». Year-round. TeL 651760. 

Jordan National IGaBoy: Contains a col- 
lection of paintings, ceramic, and sw- 


* A painting cxh*ition by Spanish artist 
lamed Omar ai Alia An Gallery. 


Ipcures by contemporary Islamic artists 
from most of the Muslim countries and a 


An eriubilion of Works by Samer 
abbaa, Osman Akuz. Omar Hamdao 


Tabbaa, Osman Akuz. Omar Hamdan 
and Gutshan Saleem at Petra Bank an 
gallery. 


from most of *e Muslim countries and a 
collection of pain t ings by 19th Century 
orientalist artists. M nntaz ah , Jabal 
Luweibdefa. Opening hours: 10.00 am. 
130 pjn. and 330 pan. - 6.00 pm. 
Closed Tuesdays. TeL 630128. 


’ An art exhibition by Zu'bi and Dd- 
faliah Obeidat at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 


SERVICE CLUBS 


" A photo exhibition by Arsalan Ram- 
adan at AhH Club - 8th Circle. 


FILM 


* “Mephisto" at 1040 pan. at Cinema 
Concord in cooperation with the Goe- 
the Institute. 


■ Norma Rae Thursday at 740 pm. at- 
the American Centre. 


PARTY 


Lions A mm an Chib. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at the Hol- 
iday Inn, 130 pm. 

Liana FMah^ fch Chib. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammo n Hotel, 730 pm. 
flillialihiila Rotary Club. Meeting 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn, 
130 pm. 

Rotary Clbb. Meeting every Tuesday 
at the Intereoatinental Hotel. 2.00 pm. 
Royal Anmnbflt Club. Jabal Amman, 
Eighth Grde.Td. 815261. 


CHURCHES 


* Dinner, cafe-stag at S:00 pm. at the 
French Cultural Centre. 


St- Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, teL 624590. 


* A field trip to Wadi Rum Thursday/ 
Friday. Departure at 240 pm- from the 
Department of Antiquities Registration 
Centre. 


Church of the Amndactan (Roman 


Catholic) Jabal Luwctbdeh, 637440. 


De la Sue Church (Roman Catbobc) 
Jabal Hussein. 661757. 

Church of the Ammdatian (Greek 
OnbodaxIAbdaJi, 623541. 

A ug l ta n Church (Church of the Rcd- 
eeoer) Jabal Amman, 625383. 
Annealm CathaBc Church Ashrafieb, 
771331. 

Aimarim Orthadea Church Ashrafieb. 

775261. 

St- Ephraim Chncfc (Syrian Ort- 
hodox)! Ashrafieb, 771751. 

A mini Intmatknd Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets at Southern 
Baptist School m Shmeisani, 816534. 
Evuagdicai Luthern Church, Jabal 
Amman, 6th Circle, (Rev. N. Smir). 
Tel: 811295 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Centre Tel. 

American Centre 

American Centre Library ... 

British Councfl 

French Cultural Centre 

Goethe Institute 

Soviet Cultural Centre 

Spanish Cultural Centre 

Turkitii Cultural Centre 

Hays Arts Centre 

Hosem Youth City 

Y.W.CA - 

Y.WJVLA. ........ : 

Amman Municipal Library .. 
University of Jordan Ubnuy 


.661026^7 
-. 644371 
641520 
636147-8 
... 637009 
... 641993 
... 644203 
,. 624049 
639777 
_ 665195 
667181 
- 641793 
.. 664251 
_ 636111 
843555 


PRAYER TIMES 


MUSEUMS 


Foldare Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
.from Madaba and Jcrasfa (4tfa to I8th 
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ipment must be removed first. 

Generals have said the army 
would leave Lebanon by June. 

Israeli forces last week palled 
out of a small pocket of hostile 
Shf ite territory around the hill 
town of Nabatiyeh, bringing the 
frontline in the area to within five 
kilometres of Israel. 

Israeli troops Tuesday dis- 
mantled a bridge over the Litani 
River at the main road crossing 
point into occupied South Leb- 
anon and fired shots in the air to 
stop reporters approaching. 

Beirut-based journalists were 
also turned back at another cro- 
ssing at Mazraat Frotm, IS kil- 
ometres inland, by troops with 
orders to allow no-one into occ- 
upied territory. 

The sealing-off of Israeli-held 
territory and the dismantling of 
the Qasmiyeh Bridge on the coast 
road eight kilometres north of 
Tyre indicated that preparations 
for an imm inent withdrawal from 
the tense Tyre region were under 
way. 

Israeli troops pulled out of the 
central Nabatiyeh region north of 
the Litani River last week in a 
speed ed-up withdrawal, less than 
two months after evacuating 
Sidon further north. 

Journalists approaching the 
Oasmiyeh . Bridge, built by the 
Israelis for their armour during 
the 1982 invasion of Lebanon, 
were h alted by rifle shots 100 met- 


res from an Israeli post. 

One reporter allowed to app- 
roach was told the bridge had been 
dismantled and the group should 
turn back. “If you crossed here, 
you would have to swim. If vou try 
the side roads, we will foot, at. 
you,” a soldier said. 

Lebanese villages near Tyre 
have been centres of resistance to 
the Israelis in recent months and 
the Qasmiyeh post has often been 
attacked. - 

At Mazraat Froun, villagers 
were being allowed to leave 
Israeli-beld territory on food, but 
none were allowed south at either 
crossing point. 

Despite the impending Tyre 
pullout, the Israelis could be seen 
strengthening a post dominating 
the Litani at Mazraat Froun and 
building new positions ‘and a mil- 
itary road near Beaufort Castle, 
10 kilometres east 

A Finnish officer of the U.N. 
Interim Force in Lebanon (UNI- 
FTL) said the Israelis were ins- 
talling 105 mm artillery with a 
range of 18 kilometres at Mazraat 
Froun and the work near Beaufort 
Castle might be to facilitate future 
raids into Lebanon. 

The castle, formerly a str- 
onghold of the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO), dom- 
inates a wide area of South Leb- 
anon and of Israeli territory across 
the' border about five kilometres' 
south. 


SALT (Petra) — Minister of Agr- 
iculture Ahmad Dakhqan Wed- 
nesday opened at the University 
of Jordan’s farm in central Jordan 
Valley the fust Royal Agricultural 
Exhibition organised in coo- 
peration between the ministry, the 
Syndicate of Agricultural Eng- 
ineers and the Faculty' of Agr- 


rcuirure at the University of Jor- 
dan. 


The exhibition, which will run 
for five-days, aims to acquaint 
farmers with the laresr dev- 
elopments and agricultural met- 
hods which could boost and imp- 
rove production.- 


UNRWA closes Beirut 


office amid heavy fighting 


VIENNA (R) — The United. 
Nations Relief and Works Agen- 
cy for Palestine Refugees (UN- 
RWA) said Wednesday its Beirut 
office has been closed because of 
heavy fighting in the city. 

An UNRWA spokesman said a 
message to this effect, received at- 
headquarters here, gave no furth- 
er details. 

UNRWA's Beirut office directs 
the agency’s field operations 


throughout Lebanon, where 
there are some 250.000 registered 
Palestinian refugees. The agen- 
cy’s work in Sidon had also beer>- 
disrupted in the past week bs 
heavy shelling. 


The U.N. agency cares for 
some two million Palestinian re- 
fugees throughout the Middle 
East, providing them with health, 
education and relief services. 


Cholera kills nearly 900 


refugees in Somali camp 




GENEVA (R) — A cholera 
epidemic sweeping north Somalia 
has killed at least 873 people in a 
camp for some 45,000 Ethiopian 
refugees. United Nations officials 
have said. 

The figure is up sharply from 
the 375 reported two weeks ago 
from the Gannet Refugee Camp 
near Haigeisa town, about 160 
kilometres inland from the port 
of Berbera. 


A spokesman for the L'-N. 
refugee agency UNHCR told a 
news briefing that more than 
3,000 camp cases of cholera bad 
been established since the out- 
break was first reported on 
March 27. 

The 300 new refugees who 
have been arriving daily to escape 
drought and famine in Ethiopia 
were no longer being admitted, 
he added. 
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2230 Aba Dhabi, Singapore (RJj 
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where if should always be verified. 
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Amman g o v ciuorate 891228 

Civil Defence Amman 198, 199 

Civil Defence Iibid 193, 199 

Civil Defence Qiroeismeh 770733 

Ambulance 193, 775111 


ARRIVALS 


Regular-One ships 
port 


docking at Aqaba 


Amman downrown fire brigade 
622090 


Dr. Issam Hawamdefa 624830 

Grand Arabian pharmacy 624051 

Firas pharmacy — 661912 

1 Mreisb pharmacy 

Al Salam pharmacy - 

Omar pharmacy — 642737 

Ragbda pharmacy „ 667674 

Khalaf pharmacy 778653 


j Bucharest (ROl 

; Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

Kuwait (RJ) 
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Cairo (RJ) 
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— Golden Singapore 

— Euro Express' 
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Dhahran, Riyadh ($V) 

Istanbul, Ankara (TK) 

Muscat, Abu Dhabi, Bahrain 
(GF) 


Amin Kawar and Sons Company, Tel: 
622324 (six lines) at your service. 


Fust aid 630341 

Blood bank 775121 

Civil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters 622090-3 

PtiSoe rescue ... 192.621111.637777 

Police headquarters 639141 

Traffic poboe '. 656390-1 

Electric Power Co. 636381-2 

Municipal water service 771125-8 

Queen Alia Int Airport ..(08)53333 


TAXIS: 

Khayyam end — 641541 

Bassam taxi 811657 

Siyaha taxi 643265 

Hussein taxi 621776 

Khaidoun taxi 664888 

AhH taxi 621127 

AJ-Koaz taxi 779274 


WEATHER 


HOSPITALS 


IRBED: 

Dr. Awad Esefleh 

Jerusalem pharmacy 


275386 


Kuwait (KU) 


Cairo 


Builem supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 


■ Rio de Janeiro, Lisbon i 

Larnaca \ 

Cairo, Aqaba ( 


New York, Vienna (RJ) 

Belgrade, Istanbul (RJ) 

— Amsterdam, Larnaca (KLM) 

Athens, Damascus (OA) 

Kuwait (RJ) 

Zurich, Larnaca (SR) 

London, Larnaca (BA) 

■ Cairo (MS) 


A further increase in temperature is 
ex pect ed . Winds wfli be northwesterly 

moderate to fresh. In Aqaba, it win be 

northerly moderate-winds and cairn sea. 


Low/high temperature in deg.C. 

Amman 13/20 

Aqaba 21129 

Deserts 13/24 

Jordan Valley 16/30 


DEPARTURES 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
A mm a n 28, Aqaba 35. Humidity rea- 
dings: Amman 20 per cent, Aqaba 10 
percent. 


Hussein Medical Centre .. 813813-32 
Khahdi Maternity, J. Amn 644281-4 
AkMi Maternity, J. Amman 642441 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 664171-4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hoantal 845845 

•Dar Ai-Shifa, J. Hussein 667158 

Al-Muasber Hospital 66722731 

Hie Islamic. Abdaii 665292 

AkAhh , Abdah' 664164 

Kalian, Al-Muhajreea 777101-3 
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Army, Marta , 891611 


ZARQA; 
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Al Had Mia pharmacy ( — ) 

Redha pharmacy ( — ) 
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Beirut (R 
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Information 12 

Jordan and Middle East eaik " io 
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Repair service ’ "ji 
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Aqaba (RJ) . Bdgfan&anc 65 i 653 

Damascus, Paris (AFj Dutdi guflder 115.9/ 1168 


MARKET PRICES 


Beirut (MEA 1 

Vienna, New York®/ 

Aqaba, Cairo (RJ 

Riyadh, Dhahran (SV 

Athens (RJ 

Paris, London (RJ 

Brussels, Frankfurt (RJ' 

- Ankara, Istanbul (TK_ 
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— Kuwait (KUj 
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Egyptian guinea 
French fame 

Iraqi dinar 

Italian lire (for 1 


— 2883/ 2923 

— 433/ 43 J 
380/ 388 

— 20.4/ 20.7 

I) 159.7/ 161 


Upperllower 
Apple 

Banana — . 

B anan a (Mn kamm ar) , 


Kuwaiti dinar 1330/ 1336.6 


Lebanese lira 224/ 2 33 

Omani riyai 1143 3/ 1151.6 

Qatari riysl — 1094/ 110.1 

Saudi riyai 1106/ 1113 
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Swiss franc 157.7/ 159 


SyrmHra 3 53/ 36 J 

UAEdnfaam 1073/ 1103 


UJKL sterling pound 503.6/ 5093 

U.S.doDar 3993/ 402 

W. Ge rman merit 1316/ 132.9 


Broad beans 

Cabbage 

Canoe (yellow) 

Cam* (black) 

Cauliflower 


Grapefruit 

Lenian 


280/240 

240/210 

260/220 

140/110 

60/ 40 

130/100 

130/100 

140/110 

100/ 70 
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— — - 130/ 100 


Mallow 

Mandarin 
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Marrow (small) 

Onion (dry) 

Onion (green) ” 

Oranges (Sbammoutj) 

Parsley 

Peas ... — 

Pear* (American) 


«pper (hor) 

Potatoes (local) „ 

Radishes ... 


tomatoes 

■Turnip 

“ ••“•W-iM.III, 


...300/260 

-.220/180 

— 100/ 70 
...160/120 
-180/150 
- 140/110 
-300/260 

- 60/ 60 

— 340/300 

— 600/540 
-200/160 
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....130/100 

— 80/ 60 
-120/ 90 
-120/ 90 
- 90/ 70 
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Government to reassess education system, social services and agriculture 


l Continued from page 1) io«mon or water resources, me ” L ! - He srn'd: “The government will ernment will give due care to these 

ensure the complete fulfillment of mosques and Awqaf-owned lands 

cannot be but ner — — » — * a uauvuw ruuu iot me compulsory education and will in the West Bank, particularly to 

the enemv itwif a facilitate agr- around ones to serve local and welfare of the poor to be financed ensure all the means for the dev- A1 . Aqsa Mosque and the Holy 

her directly or indirectly “rw ' to wm the foreign transport as well as est- by joint governmental and private elopment of students physically, Rock Mosque in Jerusalem and A1 

111151 ^? e producer and to enc- ablismng rural and agricultural efforts. spiritually, socially and mentally Ibrahimi Mosqae in Hebron in 

gamsi mis terror is ouxage him to increase his inv- roads to serve population centres in order to instill a sense of cit- addition to the Islamic museum in 


natural for us to believe this blo- 
ody terror cannot be but per- 
petuated by ' 


lisation of water resources, the Rifai said. Unc" he continued, 

prime tmmster smd “Traffic congestion will be He said the government will 

.. . He government, Mr. Rifai said, eased by establishing new roads establish a national fund for the 


resistance 
pan of our resistance of the enemy 
which has employed its tools from 
our people." . 

He said that the government 
will continue to do all it can to 
support the armed foices.through 
modem training mid armament as 
well as organising security organs 
in the Kingdom to provide-sm 
atmosphere of confidence, sta- 
bility and prosperity. 

The prime minister announced 
that the first shipment of arms for 
the People’s Army has arrived in 
the Kingdom and that “the tra- 
ining of citizens on these weapons 
would start as soon as pre- 
parations are finalised in the near 
future.” 

Economic freedom 

Mr. Rifai said the government 
will encourage economic freedom, 
free enterprise and cooperation 
between the public and private 
sectors. It will facilitate joint Arab 
economic work and strengthen 
economic ties with the outside 
world in general. 

"These bases for our clear eco- 
nomic policy call for working tow- 
ards issuing new laws and reg- 
ulations, amending existing laws 
and simplifying administrative 
procedures to offer incentives for 
suitable investment” he said. 

He called for a more active role 
by the private sector and a more 
limited public sector role which he 
said should be restricted to con- 
trolling basic commodities, food 
security, protection from ext- 
ortion and a reconsideration of the 
tax structure to encourage inv- 
estment and exports. 

Agriculture 

In the agricultural sector, the 
government will give special att- 
ention to organising the use of 
land and water in accordance with 
production capacities and the uti- 


estment and double bis pro- 
duction. 

He said the government has 
decided to pay off the interest due 
for the year 1985 on medium and 
long term agricultural dev- 
elopment loans given to farmers 
by agricultural loan institutions, 
which did not exceed JD 50,000. 
However, fanners have to pay the 
due instalments on time. 

Oil, minerals 

Concentrated efforts will also 
be exerted for the exploration of 
mineral resources, particularly oil. 
The prime minister said 10 new 
wells will be drilled in the Hamza 
field this year. 

He said oO exploration will start 
outside the AzraJc area and that 
the government will concentrate 
on exploiting producing wells very 


and agricultural areas,” Mr. Rifai 
said. The government will also 
expand bousing projects for cit- 
izens with low incomes and win 
work to finalise ongoing projects, 
he added. 

Infrastructure 

. On handling the problem of 
population distribution and imm- 
igration from ruraUo urban-areas, 
Mr. Rifai said foe government will 
exert effort to continue building 
the infrastructure in various areas 
in the Kingdom. “It will work to 
expand post office services and 
start the system of automated sor- 
ting of letters; and there will be 
more support for the country’s 
communications network to ach- 
ieve better services with the end of 
the five year development plan.” 
The prime minister stressed that 


Health 

To develop the health sector in 
the Kingdom, the government will 
take several steps including the 
provision of adequate training and 
learning opportunities in foe field, 
Mr. Rifai said. 

He said the government will 
reconsider health legislation to 
avoid certain shortcomings and 
dupticiiy or foe clash in res- 
ponsibilities and authorities. 

Law 

The judiciary wQl also witness 
certain changes including foe ada- 
ptation of a more efficient and 
practical control of courts as well 
as a control of foe executive 
branch by these courts in acc- 
ordance with foe constitution. 

Mr. Rifai pledged more coo- 


izenship and patriotism, including. Jerusalem and other Islamic ins- 


fast. “The government has already j foe government wffl give priority rdination between the Ministry of 

9 niimh»r nf in,. .1 : r:_u_ , - . . . _ J 


contacted a number of int- ■ to planning in the various fields to 
e manorial firms to explore for oD stimulate the economy and rat- 
in various areas in foe Kingdom. It * ionalise economic structure, 
has also revived foe programme 


for foe exploitation of oil shale 
and other minerals,” he added. 

Transport 

In the field of transportation, 
Mr. Rifai said the government will 
exert efforts to develop foe port of 
Aqaba by taking effective mea- 
sures and special arrangements to 
increase the size of imports and 
exports. “The government is cur- 
rently tackling the problem of lack 
of cargo vehicles to transport 
goods to neighbouring Arab cou- 
ntries,” foe prime minister said. 

He said foe government will' 
also develop railways and increase 
its capacities for carrying pas-' 
sengers and goods to decrease the 
consumption of energy. 

“It noil enact programmes to 
guarantee the support of Alia, the 
Royal Jordanian Airline, and inc- 
rease its efficiency. A number of 
small airports will be established 
in key ciues in the Kingdom,” Mr. 


PLO to step up struggle 


(Continued from page 1) 

10-man PLO Executive Com- 
mittee as saying after the meeting 
thar other Arab-co untries should. 
' alsb' attend such a conference. 

But he specified that “the'PLO 
must be represented on an equal 
footing with foe Jordanian del- 
egation,” WAFA added. 

An agreement reached in Feb- 
ruary between Jordan and foe 
PLO stipulates that the Kingdom 
and the organisation will be rep- 
resented in a joint Jordanian- 
Palestmian delegation to an int- 
ernational conference on the 
Middle East to be attended by all 
parties involved in foe Arab- 
Israeli conflict and the five per- 
manent members of the U.N. Sec- 
urity Council. 

The Arab countries the PLO 
wants to an end the proposed con- 
ference are Syria, Jordan, Egypt 
and Lebanon, as well as the PLO. 
The Feb. 1 1 accord between Jor- 
dan and the PLO also calls for an 
Israeli withdrawal from all ter- 
ritories occupied in 1967 and the 


setting up of a Palestinian state in 
confederation with Jordan. 

WAFA quoted foe PLO Exe- 
cutive Committee member as say- 
ing the five permanent Seairity 
Council members — the U.S., foe 
Soviet Union, France, Britain and 
China — should "recognise their 
responsibilities” on foe Pal- 
estinian issue. 

The agency said foe Baghdad 
meeting also examined the sit- 
uation in South Lebanon. 

It said foe two committees dis- 
cussed Israeli attacks in foe region 
and fighting around the Pal- 
estinian refugee camps of ‘Ain AJ 
Hilweh and Mieh-Mieh, and in the 
dty of Sidon. 

The Executive Committee was 
Wednesday discussing foe sit- 
uation in the Israeli occupied West 
Bank and Gaza. Mr- Arafat also 
met with Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein. The meeting was att- 
ended by Iraqi Foreign Ministerj 
Tareq Aziz and senior Iraqi. PLO 
and Fateh officials. 


Five-year plan 

He said the government will 
prepare the third five-year dev- 
elopment plan (1986-1 990) which 
will be divided into five annual 
schemes directly connected with 
the general budget. 

Mr. Rifai said foe government's 
financial situation suffered as a 
result of the failure of some Arab 
countries to fulfill their financial 
assistance obligations. He tha- 
nked Saudi Arabia arid Kuwait for 
fulfilling their financial obi-' 
igations under foe Baghdad sum- 
mit resolutions of 1978. 

The prime minister stud the 
government will make intensive 
contacts with Arab countries to 
ease some of foe Kingdom's fin- 
ancial sufferings. 

Mr. Rifai called for a more pop- 
ular participation in municipal 
council elections as a sacred right 
for citizens and a duty which foe 
government will protect. 

The government will work to 
lay foe grounds for organising 
development planning m acc- 
ordance with a plan that takes into 
consideration future situations. It 
will prepare organisational plans 
for cities. villages and population 
centres, foe prime minister said. • 

Social development 

In foe field of labour and social 
development, the government 
aims to- enhance foe stability in 
work relations between parties 
involved in foe production pro- 
cess. It will work to provide pro- 
tection and social justice through 
improving working conditions 
under foe umbrella of social sec- 
urity, he said. 

“The government will crystal! se 
dear and flexible employment 
policies to correspond with dev- 
elopment needs and create job 
opportunities,” Mr. Rifai said. 

“As achieving soda! security is 
considered an important aspect of 
social development,” the prime 
minister said, “it is necessary to 
achieve a qualitative jump in han- 
dling problems of less fortunate 
citizens living below the poverty 


Justice, foe Jordan Bar Ass- 
ociation and foe Faculty of Law at 
the University of Jordan and other 
establishments. 

The prime minister expressed 
his government’s belief that “man 
is foe most precious being on 
Earth” and that foe success of any 
government plans or ambitions 
depend on foe patriotic awareness 
of citizens. “Based on this, foe 
government will make it one of 
their main priorities to address 
people's minds, to educate their 
spirits and to help build their pat- 
terns of thinking and their per- 
sonalities,” he said. 

The prime minister said foe 
government would employ three 
channels for the achievement of 
this goal; education in its various 
stages, religious teaching and mass 
media. 

Education 

On education, Mr. Rifai said 
that the government is determined 
to undertake a comprehensive 
evaluation of education curricula, 
systems, methods and exa- 
minations. He said foe gov- 
ernment will amend recent reg- 
ulations introducing the sec- 
ondary school entry exams in a 
way which will ensure balance 
between. foe country’s interests 
and individual needs. 

. He said that this principle of 
balance and a comprehensive att- 
itude will be foe government’s 
adopted polity in its reevaluation 
and reassessment of the edu- 
cational system in foe country. He 
said that the government will take Holy Koran in various Islamic cul- 


respect far foe values of dis- 
cipline.” 

Teachers, schools 

"The government is fully aware 
of foe role teachers play in foe suc- 
cess of the education process, will 
therefore exert all possible efforts 
to raise foe qualifications and sta- 
ndard of living of teachers by all 
possible means,” Mr. Rifai said. 

Regarding school buildings foe 
prime minister promised that his 
government will take all foe nec- 
essary steps to ensure foe con- 
struction of enough schools to 
cater for the increasing numbers 
of students and that it will gra- 
dually dispense with rented school 
buildings. 

“The time has come for special 
attention to be paid to university 
and higher education and we must 
make a qualitative and qua- 
ntitative step in this direction in 
harmony with foe country's social 
and economic development,” foe 
prime minister said. 

He said that foe government 
will continue to support uni- 
versities and will pave the way for 
more autonomy and self control in 
order to ensure foe proper edu- 
cational and research atmosphere 
for students and faculty members. 

Private universities 

On foe subject of private uni- 
versities, a topic which has been 
debated in recent years, the prime 
minister said that his government 
will review the situation in tight of 
“recent developments” and in 
order to open higher education 
opportunities for more people and 
to decrease the number of stu- 
dents studying abroad. “This will 
be done with great care so as to 
ensure a refined standard of uni- 
versity education taking guidance 
from other countries’ experience 
in this field,” he added. 

Religions f«wHing 

The quest to improve education 
in foe country will make it ine- 
vitable for foe government to take 
steps aimed at reaffirming and 
expanding religious teaching with 
a view to strengthening faith in foe 
hearts of foe young generation, 
the prime minister said. 

He said this' can be achieved 
through improving the standard of 
religious teaching, increasing rel- 
igious seminars and courses and 
due care to the teaching of the 


into account foe individual's fre- 
edom to choose their further edu- 
cation. foe country’s development 
need for qualified technical and 
technological manpower. 

He said that "the random and 
haphazard” flow of specialisations 
after basic schooling should be 
controlled in accordance with His 
Majesty King Hussein's letter of 
appointment to foe government. 

Mr. Rifai said that the principle 
of balance should take into acc- 
ount entry exams regulations, 
exams themselves and foe dif- 
ferent educational and social 
needs in various parts of the cou- 
ntry. 


rural centres, schools and com- 
munity colleges. 

“At foe same rime", he said, 
“our minds should remain open to 
various world cultures which ena- 
ble us to avoid extremism and pra- 
ctice tolerance." The prime min- 
ister stressed foe need also to 
make use of Awqaf-owned land 
and said that care that should be 
given to mosques built by foe Pro- 
phet Mohammad’s companions in 
foe Kingdom. He said that these 
mosques should serve as a beacon 
foT all generations, emphasising 
the role of religion in building an 
Islamic civilisation, 

Mr. Rifai pledged that foe gov- 


More graduates apply for jobs at Civil Service Commission 


By Simonetta Carr 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — During 1984, the 
Civil Service Commission rec- 
eived 10,371 applicants, acc- 
ording to the commission’s dir- 
ector of planning and studies, Mr. 
Yousef Abu Dayeh. 

Mr: Dayeh told the Jordan 
Times that, while foe increase in 
applications has been gradual dur- 
ing foe years 1981-1982, a sudden 
increase of 2000 applicants was 
witnessed last year. 

He attributes this to foe fact that 
job .opportunities in the private 


sector are now less than before. 
Besides, the private sector usually 
insists on experience, while foe 
government does not he added. 
He estimated that the number of 
applications for the year 1985 wjll 
be at least 12,000. based on foe 
fact that during the first two 
months of this year foe com- 
mission received more than 2,21 1 
applications. 

Of the 10,371 applicants for last 
year, 5.617 were from community 
colleges, 2,238 from universities, 
2,323 from high schools and 1 ,092 
.below tawjihi level. This pro- 
portion, according to Mr. Dayeh, 
is simply a reflection of the fact 


that more students today prefer to 
enrol] in community colleges rat- 
her than universities. "They are 
easier to join, less costly, and pre- 
sent more job opportunities since 
the kind of studies in community 
collegesfit the requirements of the 
market” he explained. 

In fact, he added that, of foe 
10.371 applicants last year, foe 
commission appointed 5,851 as 
classified and unclassified emp- 
loyees and, of these. 2,495 were 
from community colleges, against 
1,699 from universities , 706 taw- 
jihi holders.and 951 below tawjihi, 
who qualify for technicians and 
service posts. "Also, in our case. 



Growing unemployment, especially amongst gra- 
duates, is a pro** an that many students wffll face 


when they have completed their . studies (J.T. file 
photo) 


graduates from community col- 
leges best meet our req- 
uirements’’, he said. 

Growing imemptoymejit 

While Mr. Dayeh did encourage 
students to join community col- 
leges rather than universities, he 
also cautioned against the tende- 
ncy among Jordanians to consi- 
der universities or colleges as stat- 
us symbols for their children, reg- 
ardless of the needs of the labour 
market "Unemployment is a 
growing reality among these gra- 
duates”, he said, "and foe large 
□umber of Jordanians who are 
now coming back from foe Arab 
Gulf with high qualifications, 
well-acquired experience and 
good training pose severe com- 
petition to foe new graduates in 
foe country. 

The Civil Service Commission 
was established in 1955 in order to 
take care of the administrative 
procedures in Jordan, including 
the personal affairs of all emp- 
loyees (recruitment, app- 
ointments and allowances), foe 
administrative development in 
terms of training and scholarship 
(inside and outside foe country), 
foe studies and planning involved 
in administration (job description, 
organizational methods, and pro- 
cedures) and foe supervision (imp- 
lementation of all administrative 
regulations. 

It is an administrative body sup- 
ervised directly by the Prime Min- 
ister, but financially and adm- 
inistratively independent. The 
director, Mr. Hassan Kb re is, is 
almost equivalent to a minister, 
said Mr. Dayeh. 


New branches 

Recently, foe commission has 
decided to open two more bra- 
ndies in Lrbid and Karak to rec- 
eive applications for work from 
seekers of employment. “Our pol- 
icy is to try to make things easier 
for people", Mr. Dayeh exp- 
lained . “Bedsides, dec- 
entralisation is one of foe gov- 
ernment's policies" he added. 

The commission's centre in 
Amman has a large information 
room with colourful org- 
anisational charts of gov- 
ernmental bodies, as well as one of 
foe commission itself, information 
on job possibOities in the country, 
induding wages and other useful 
information about foe present 
workforce and foe needs of foe 
market. All charts are .in English 
and Arabic and are available for 
consultation for employers and 
job seekers alike. 

The commission also has a large 
filing system including 75,000 act- 
ive files and about 40,000 non- 
active files. In 1982, Mr. Dayeh 
said that a microfilm system was 
introduced and started first with 
foe old files. Having proved to be 
adequate and practical, it will be 
introduced to (he active file soon, 
he said. - 

Mr. Dayeh said foe commission 
plans to develop foe work in terms 
of using new methods and new 
technology. Presently under pre- 
paration is a databank which will 
be using new equipment, esp- 
ecially computers- The com- 
mission is also restudying their 
organisation chart in order to fit 
new requirements. 


titutes and orphanages in the holy 
land. 

Youth, culture 

As part of a drive to cater for foe 
needs of the young, the gov- 
ernment will pursue efforts to 
provide means which ensure their 
sound development within a fra- 
mework of social and national cri- 
teria which could encourage youth 
to offer more service to their nat- 
ion, foe prime minister said. 

Referring to cultural affairs, he 
said that foe government will turn 
its attention to journalism and foe 
information media which has an 
influential effect on national awa- 
reness and in deepening foe sense 
of belonging to the nation. 

Information media 

"The process of imparting inf- 
ormation to the public within foe 
country and abroad through the 
mass media, private or public, is of 
paramount importance that is only 
matched by the credibility of such 
information within the higher int- 
erests of foe country and nation 
and in adherence to truth and res- 
pect for people's mind," foe prime 
minister said. 

“The mass media should not 
only cater for people in the capital. 
Amman; the government trill 
make sure that such service will 
reach every citizen in the country, 
Jordanians residing abroad, foe 
Arab nation and peoples of foe 
world," he said. 

Tourism 

He said the government will act- 
ivate tourism as one of the basic 
industries supporting foe national 
economy and as an effective met- 
hod to introduce Jordan and its 
treasures to foe peoples of the 
world. 

Occupied territories 

On the steadfastness of citizens 
in foe occupied territories; foe 
prime minister said that a com- 
prehensive plan in all fields will be 
devised by the government aiming 
to deepen people's ties to theii 
homeland in defiance of Israeli 
occupation plans to seize their 
land and force them to leave. 

“This calls for a concentrated 
and continued effort to develop 
solid basis of agricultural, ind- 
ustrial and housing production, 
with emphasis on sectors which 
ensure the availability of the gre- 
atest number of jobs to combat 
unemployment and to help people 
to depend on their national ins- 


titutions in their struggle against 
pressure exerted on them to flee 
their homeland,” Mr. Rifai said. 

Foreign policy 

Regarding Jordan's foreign pol- 
icy, Mr. Rifai said that the gov- 
ernment will strive to correct the 
“catastrophic, unnatural state 
which has afflicted relations bet- 
ween Arab countries” in acc- 
ordance with foe Royal app- 
ointment letter calling for foe res- 
toration of Arab solidarity. He 
said that this will be the first pol- 
itical priority for the government. 
“We will strengthen our brotherly 
relations with Egypt and will coo- 
rdinate Arab joint efforts for the 
achievement of our national sec- 
urity,” he said. 

Arab solidarity 

He said that Jordan, being the 
inheritor and carrier of foe pri- 
nciples of foe Great Arab Revolt 
finds it odd that Arab countries, 
which form one nation, should 
stand divided in the face of dan- 
gers threatening its very existence. 
He asked how foe Arabs could 
stand divided in the face of Israeli 
Judaisation policies in foe heart of 
the nation and Iran's aggression 
on its eastern flank. He said : "The 
government will continue Jor- 
dan’s policy of support for Iraq.” 

He said that in spite of ail foe 
dangers facing foe Arabs, they 
have failed to convene a long del- 
ayed Arab summit which could 
show them the road to face all foe 
grave dangers which engulf them 
from all directions. 

Palestinian cause 

"We in Jordan stand in the mid- 
dle of foe Arab circle and in direct 
confrontation with Israel and thus 
we bear a special responsibility 
towards the Palestinian cause,” he 
said. 

Mr. Rifai went on to say "this is 
highlighted by His Majesty King 
Hussein’s interest to coordinate 
and cooperate with foe Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO), 
the sole legitimate representative 
of the Palestinian people, in order 
to reach a just settlement for foe 
Palestinian cause that ensures Isr- 
ael's withdrawal from all occupied 
Arab territories, including the 
holy city of Jerusalem, and restore 
foe legitimate rights of the Pal- 
estinians in accordance with Uni- 
ted Nations resolutions.” 

Mr. Rifai said that -foe Pal- 
estinian cause is foe responsibility 
of ail Arab countries anctehis calls 
for ail Arab efforts to unite and 
solve foe issue. 

"And if the Palestinian cause, 
and the Arab-Israeli conflict, 
commonly known as the Middle 
East problem, are the res- 
ponsibility of ail Arab countries 
they are on the same measure 
their responsibility of the whole 
international community which 


should assume its role completely 
in its solution,” he said. 

International conference 

The prime minister said that 
efforts and talks which aim to find 
a just solution to the Palestinian 

cause based on U-N. resolutions 
make it imperative that such talks 
be conducted in an international 
conference under U.N. sup- 
ervision and attended by all con- 
cerned parties including foe PLO 
and the permanent U.N. Security 
Council members. 

He went on to say that "pro- 
blems in foe Middle East reflea 
positively or negatively on the rest 
of foe world and especially on 
areas dose to us, and thus it is not 
true that these problems could be 
solved in isolation from those 
areas." 

The prime minister said that 
Jordan, which enjoys good rel- 
ations with all foreign countries, 
shall keep improving these ties 
and will work on improving joint 
Arab action ihrough foe Arab 
League and will strengthen its rel- 
ations with Islamic and Non- 
Aligned Movement countries. 

He said that the government 
will continue foe existing positive 
and long standing cooperation 
with foe West based on mutual 
respect and exchange of interest. 

"The government will also pay 
greater attention to promoting 
cooperation and strengthening 
ties with foe Eastern bloc cou- 
ntries which have always sup- 
ported Arab rights and causes 
based on justice,” he said. 

Parliament 

The prime minis ter stressed his 
government's great belief in coo- 
peration between the two Houses 
of Parliament which are the leg- 
islative and executive authorities. 
He pledged that his government 
will continually and frankly inf- 
orm pari la meat about all new 
developments on foe internal, 
Arab and international scenes. 

He called the Lower House to 
speed up foe formulation of its 
committee on security affairs, 
which the house decided to for- 
mulate months ago, in order to 
enable foe government to brief foe 
house on its security policy. 

“Today, and in accordance with 
our constitution, we call on your 
honourable parliament to vote for 
us with confidence based on our 
statement," Mr. Rifai concluded. 

Following Mr. Rifai’s policy sta- 
tement, House Speaker Akef A1 
Fayez announced April 29 as the 
date for the debate of the sta- 
tement for a vote of confidence. 

Minister of Information Moh- 
ammad A I Khatib told reporters 
after foe session that Mr. Rifai 
would be meeting with foe press 
after foe vote of confidence. He 
said foe government will be mee- 
ting with foe press on a regular 
basis later on. 


Obeid visits Nuweibe’ to discuss final 
preparations for land-sea link to Egypt 


By Sa’ad G. Hattar 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan and Egypt 
are currently finalising the pro- 
cedures to operate a sea-land 
route which will link the two cou- 
ntries through the ports of Aqaba 
and Nuweibe’. 

Minister of Transpon Farhi 
Obeid Wednesday visited the 
Egyptian port of Nuweibe’ aad 
inspected the work on the nec- 
essary facilities, according to the 
Jordanian News Agency, Petra. 

Mr. Obeid was received by 
Egyptian Minister of Transport, 
Telecommunications and Sea 
Transport Suleiman Mutwalli and 
they visited the arrival and dep- 
arture halls, the parking areas and 
facilities for passengers. 

Mr. Obeid described foe route 
as a "very significant event" as it 
will re-link the Arab nation geo- 
graphically, socially and eco- 
nomically after a separation res- 
ulting from the aggressive Israeli 
invasion of Arab lands in 1948. 
The minister also said that it rep- 
resents a "new era in the history of 
the two countries.” 

Several subsidiary agreements 
were signed in March to com- 
plement the agreement, including 
a contract between the Egyptian 
Company for Maritime Transpon 
and the Jordan National Shipping 
Lines Company. This contract all- 
ows the two companies to operate 
a ferryboat line between Nuweibe’ 
and Aqaba — a distance of 68 kil- 
ometres. The trip will last about 
three hours on the ferryboat and 
another six hours for those bound 
for Cairo and using a 499 kil- 
ometre land route via Suez. 

Another contract provides for 
operating a regular tourist bus line 
to connect the two capitals. The 
franchise for the direct bus line 
was given to the Egyptian General 
Nile Bus Company for the East 
Delta and Jordan's Express Tou- 
rist Transport Company. 

The advantages of the new sea 
link include reducing transport 
fees between Amman and Cairo 


by 40 per cent if prices are fixed at 
$40 per passenger, which is equ- 
ivalent to 50 Egyptian pounds or 
JD 16, besides a 50 per cent red- 
uction in time. 

The new link will also gram 
youth, educational and sports org- 
anisations a 25 percent reduction 
in fares, in addition to facilities 
provided to those taking this line. 
In this regard, both countries will 
offer special passport and duty 
procedures for passengers and 
private cars from both countries 
will be allowed in for a three 
month period and will be given a 
special traffic licence to be "agreed 
upon in forthcoming meetings. 
Cars from other Arab countries 
will be allowed to enter with int- 
ernational car club licences, acc- 
ording to the agreement. 

Mr. Obeid pointed out that 
when the new link is operating, 
travel time will be reduced to 50 
per cent and travelling expenses 
by around 40 per cent which will in 
turn favourably reflect on goods 
prices and as a result trade bi- 
lateral exchange will be boosted. 

Mr. Obeid said the strategic line 
is expected to handle app- 
roximately 500,000 passengers 
per year. He also said that two free 
zones will be set up to serve pas- 
sengers; one in Aqaba and the 
other in Nuweibe*. Discussing the 
ferryboats’ capacity, Mr. Obeid 
said a ferryboat can carry up to 12 
trucks. 40 small cars and between 
700 and 1 ,000 passengers. 

As for foreign nationalities vis- 
iting Aqaba, an Egyptian senior 
official told the Jordan Times that 
tourists wishing to visit Nuweibe* 
can obtain permission on. the spot 
from the legal checkpoints at Saint 
Caterina, Bahah or Sharm AI She- 
ikh, but first each tourist must 
change $150 into local Egyptian 
currency provided that he returns 
within a week. 

Mr. Obeid said that Nuweibe’ 
and Aqaba have been linked by 
telephone. 

A joint committee presided 
over by the two ministers has been 
formed to follow up on and to sup- 


ervise the process of operating this 
overland route until it is ina- 
ugurated. 

Egypt has established a number 
of resorts, services and gas stations 
along the road connecting Nuw- 
eibe’ with Cairo. 

Car licences 

The customs authorities in 
EgypL and Jordan have agreed on 
a set of rules and regulations con- 
cerning foe entrance of private- 
owned Egyptian and Jordanian 
cars into both countries. Mr. Adel 
Qudah, foe director generaT of the 
Customs Department, told the 
Jordanian News Agency. Petra, 
that these preparations are an 
execution of foe agreement bet- 
ween the two countries signed on 
March 28. The agreement sti- 
pulates that private owned cars 
can obtain temporary entrance 
and stay in each country for a per- - 
iod of three months. 

He added that the private cars 
should be registered and licensed 
and that the car licence should not 
expire during the stay abroad and 
also that cars should be covered by 
third party insurance. 

Mr. Oudah said that cars should 
be driven by their owners or a 
member of their family provided 
he has a driving licence and that 
the car owner is accompanying the 
driver. 

"Ail international driving lic- 
ence is a must and the car owner is 
prohibited to lend, rent or sell his 
car inside the country he is vis- 
iting," Mr. Qudah said. 

He added that a special entry 
ticket will be given to cars upon 
their entry to either country and 
he added that the Jordanians will 
pay JD 5 for this permit to visit 
Egypt. 

Mr. Qudah stressed that car dri- 
vers who enter Jordan or Egypt 
have to sign a special pledge which 
makes them responsible for pay- 
ing taxes and tickets which have 
been decided by custom aut- 
horities in both countries. 
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More hope in government 


IN HIS statement to Parliament yesterday. Prime Minister 
Zaid Rifai gave the country a lot of material to think about and 
consider. It was only natural therefore to decide on a 12-day 
period before the House convenes to debate the new gov- 
ernment’s programme. 

The prime minister’s statement has left its positive impact on 
us. It was thorough and full of promise for Jordan mid the 
Jordanians. We wish Mr. Rifai and his colleagues every success 
in carrying out their programme, and hope the government- 
to-peopie discussions will be enriched. 

Matters of concern to this country — government and people 
— should be debated at all levels and on a continuous basis. 
And as such we can only be heartened by the prime minister’s 
pledge to commit his government to guaranteeing bask fre- 
edoms of the individual to belief and opinion and expression, so 
long as these freedoms respect the security and integrity of this 
country and its laws. 

Jordanians are no doubt aware of the difficult challenges 
facing them and the whole Arab World at this stage. Yet, the 
majority among us wants its voice heard, on the right platform 
and through the proper channels, in full freedom and without 
any fear. The challenges make it imperative for us to express 
ourselves freely and share in the responsibility fully. Maybe we 
still need more time to adjust to a full-fledged democratic 
system and to adapt our political ways accordingly. But then 
we cannot really afford not to move ahead and make progress 
all the time. 

Very few people doubt the need to inject new blood in our 
political, economic and social institutions. This is essentiall y 
necessary and doubly important now that we are entering a 
new stage which requires from us even harder work and fresh 
efforts in order to prepare ourselves better for the future and 
the coming generations. The region is only a step away from 
crucial political developments that deem it necessary for us to 
be ready and moving — in essence requiring us to be prepared 
for both old and new challenges. 

Jordan’s success story deserves from us every effort to con- 
tinue the trend of social and political development, despite, the 
heavy pressures and obstacles. The government of Mr. Rifai is 
in a good position to enforce this otdlook and take the proper 
steps towards its achievement. We are both hopeful and con- 
fident that it will do its best to try the possible and also achieve 
results. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Ra’i: Egypt yields not to Weizman 


ISRAEL SENT former Defence Minister Ezer Weizman to Cairo to 
prepare, as it said, for a summit meeting between President Mubarak 
and Israeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres. Weizman was also quoted 
as saying that he opposes the Egyptian- Jordanian call for an int- 
ernational conference on the Middle East and was said to have told 
U .S. envoy Richard Murphy that Israel does not want to include PLO 
representatives in any future talks on the Middle East, and opposes a 
dialogue between the United States and a joint Jordanian- 
Palesunian delegation. 

It is, therefore, clear that Israel has not changed its stand with 
regard to the Middle East and it is obvious that Weizman’s visit is 
aimed at blowing up bridges of cooperation between Egypt and its 
sister states in solving the Palestine problem and finding a lasting 
solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict. Israel is thus trying hard to 
prevent Egypt from going back to the Arab fold and is making new 
tacncs to stop Egypt from cooperating with Jordan and the PLO in 
finding a solution to the Middle East question. 

Of course Cairo realises the deceptive techniques of Israel and can 
easily expose this manoeuvre and so foil any Israeli attempt to spoil 
Egypt's relations with Arab countries. The building of bridges of 
understanding and cooperation between Egypt and Arab countries is 
a national responsibility, and Weizman's visit to Cairo can never 
form any obstacle in Egypt’s national policies. 


Al Dustour: Gulf war should be stopped 


U.N. SECURITY Council members have just announced their int- 
ention to carry out consultations on a report presented to the council 
by Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar on the situation in the 
Gulf, following his visits to Baghdad and Tehran. This ann- 
ouncement represents a clear positive intention on the part of the 
Security Council to try its hand again in Che issue with the hope of 
bringing to an end to the Iran-Iraq war and stop bloodshed and 
further suffering. 

De Cuellar has urged the council to call on the governments of Iraq 
and Iran to help in the process of ending this war that has been 
threatening stability and peace in the whole Gulf region. One can 
draw hope from the words of the secretary general who said following 
his tour in the Gulf thaL both Iran and Iraq wish to reach peace, 
though some people are not at ail optimistic about the whole sit- 
uation in view of the new massing of Iranian troops in preparation of 
yet another offensive against Iraq. 

Jordan along with other world nations feels that all efforts should 
be made now to end the conflict, and therefore we see in the new 
Security Council bid a ray of hope and in De Cuellar's endeavours a 
fresh and serious attempt to bring peace to the Gulf. 


Sawt Al Shaab: Lebanese situation 
worsening 


THE POLITICAL equation, in Lebanon is no longer easy to und- 
erstand in the light of the fast developments that point to further 
deterioration on the political and security fronts. The recent events 
indicate that the warring parties are not drawing any nearer to 
agreement or reconciliation, but are rather widening the rift sep- 
arating them from one another and moving their country away from 
security and peace. As if the actions of the warring groups were not 
enough, new elements have emerged on the scene aggravating the 
situation still further. As a result, the president now finds himself 
deserted by his own party and denied the support of the Christians, 
the prime minister boycotting cabinet meetings due to his failure to 
oontrol the domestic situation and the Lebanese army unable to fill 
the vacuum created by the withdrawing Israeli troops from the South. 


Star Wars’ will further stimulate education 


SO FAR the second Reagan 
administration has not come up 
with any surprises in foreign or 
domestic policy. The Reagan 
people like to come out with 
the usual rightwing talk, but in 
their actions they have done 
nothing that is.remarkable. 

The Reagan administration * 
does want some kind of arms 
accord wiih the Soviets. The 
reason is the same it has been 
for every administration since 
Truman's back in the. late 
1940's- It is too dangerous to 
play around with nuclear war. 

The Reagan administration 
does want to do something 
about the huge public debt the 
U.S. government has acc- 
umulated. That means more 
than cutting government spe- 
nding. It means not carrying 
out risky foreign policy und- 
ertakings that could lead to 
huge jumps in expenditures as 
happened with Vietnam. 


The Reagan people always 
.talk about radically cutting 
government subventions, but 
m practice they move very slo- 
wly. In fact, the more one looks 
as these righiwing Reaganjtes, 
the more one sees how cautious 
they are. 

In only one area do I see a 
real radicalism: technology. 
Reagan is serious about bis 
“Star Wars” programme. The 
Soviets are worried that tins 
will mean an arms race in 
space. But the real reason for 
“Star Wars" may in the end be 
more civilian than military. 

U will take a long time and 
vast amounts of research bef- 
ore the U.S. can achieve a cre- 
dible defence against all inc-' 
oming missiles. One nuclear 
missile is enough to destroy 
New York or Washington. If 
the Russians shoot in two tho- 
usand, the chances that two or 
five or ten missiles will get thr- 


ough axe very high. And if the 
uJ. develops a “Star Ware” 
defence, all the Russians have 
to do is increase the number of 
their offensive missiles. Few 
physicists believe that a 
“leak-proof' defence against 
missiles can ever be created, 
and no one believes it can be 
put in place during the next fif- 
teen years, that is before tbe 
year 2000 of the Christian era. 

But research on “Star Wars” 
will require a lot of research 
and development in the areas 
of electronics, guidance sys- 
tems, computers, metallurgy, 
laser and partide technology, 
astrophysics and so on. These 
are fields in which the U.S. 
leads the world, but where our 
friend and enemy, Japan, is 
rapidly catching up. The Rea- 
gan people speak of tbe Rus- 

n threat but they are in- 

many ways more worried about 
the Japanese threat 


Japan is still a. hig h tec- 
hnology follower, but it is clo- 
ser to tbe front-runner, the 
UJS-, than the Russians. In fact 
signs indicate that the Rus- 
sians' .major high technology 

weakness is in advanced data 

systems. But the Japanese are 
fast moving to a top-level inn- 
ovative stage themselves. They 
have already become better 
than the Americans in many 
areas of technology. Now they 
seem to want to become the 
best 

‘The “Star Wars” pro- 
gramme would pour thousands 
of millions of dollars into adv- 
anced high technology res- 
earch. The hope is that this will 
p ush the U-S. once again so far 
in the lead that no one. not the 
Japanese nor the Russians will 
be able to catch up. 

From the beginnings of the 
revolution brought about by 
consumer capitalism around 


the beginning of this Christian 
century, the magic behmd U.S. 

has been technology 
and organisation. We Ame- 
ricans' developed much of the 
world’s present-day tec- 
hnology, and we had superb 
gifts for organisation. Now 
others are developing those 
same gifts, and none more so 
than our old enemies, the Jap- 
anese and the Germans. 

The Soviets have the mis- 
siles. They can destroy us in a 
few minutes, and then all is 
over. But die Japanese and 
European technological cha- 
llenge goes on right now and 
will get stronger. 

In the Middle East, only the 
Israelis have understood this 
new world. They have built an 
advanced military system that 
incorporate highly advanced 
technology. As they showed in 
bombing Iraq's nuclear power * 
reactor, they are determined 


that the Arabs should not move 
in the same direction. But at 
some point the Arab and the 
Muslim Worlds must begin 
moving in these directions as 
well. Technology may at first 
seem magical, but it all comes 
from education. 

•US. education used to be 
the best in the world. Then we 
slipped and the Japanese adv- 
anced. Now there is a new 
emphasis on education. Tea- 
cher salaries are slowly going 
up. “Star Wars” will stimulate 
education even more. And 
even if the military weapons 
are never developed to the 
point, that they can be reliably 
used, the effect the programme 
will have on pushing the society 
to higher levels of achievement 
will be great. So this Reagan 
fascination with “Star Wars" is 
nothing new, just more of the 
sort of thing that made the U .S. 
into a mighty nation. 


Falashas miserable in 'promised land’ 


By Peter Godwin 


ETHIOPIAN JEWS airlifted to 
Israel in “Operation Moses” last 
year are suffering from “chronic 
anxiety, neurosis and insomnia”,, 
a psychologist has reported. Many 
are taking tranquillisers and anti- 
depressant drugs to ease the cul- 
tural shock of resettlement. 

Some of the so-called Falashas 
are so miserable in their new home 
that they are resorting to suicide, a 
problem unheard of in their soc- 
iety in Ethiopia, according to Mic- 
hael Phillips, an Australian psy- 
chologist who has been living with 
the Ethiopian Jews in “absorption 
centres” in Israel for the past four 
months. 


The Falashas are anxious to 
retain their own communities and 
identities, says Dr. Phillips, him- 
self a Hasidic Jew. But they axe 
being separated and dispersed to 
settlements all over Israel and 
their culture is being “tossed 
aside". 

They are fearful of complaining 
publicly. “Troublemakers”, they 
believe, will find their education 
blocked and family members in 
transit camps in Sudan or still in 
Ethiopia will be stranded: Acc- 
ording to Nathan Spiro, president 


of the American Association of 
Ethiopian Jewry, some 8,000 
Jews, most of them elderly, rem- 
ain in Ethiopia. 

At the “absorption centres” 
many young Ethiopians are alr- 
eady receiving call-up papers for 
the Israeli army. The thought of 
military service in wars they do not 
comprehend terrifies them. Avo- 
iding conscription into the Eth- 
iopian army was one of their main 
aims for flight,Dr. Phillips says. 

Tbe Falashas 1 concept of Israel 
before they, arrived was of the 
Holy Land of the Old Testament 
and they are dismayed by the sec- 
ular realities of the modem pol- 
itical state of Israel and the con- 
flict into which they have been 
plunged. Yet Dr. Phillips says, the 
Ministry of Absorption seems int- 
ent on transforming the Eth- 
iopians into “little Israelis” in as 
short a time as possible. 

The process has resulted in ser- 
vere cultural trauma. In some 
cases families have been split and 
young married couples — the 
wives as young as 14. as is cus- 
tomary in Ethiopia — have been 
persuaded to dissolve their mar- 
riages. An Israeli official said that 
seeing the "prevailing norms” in 
Israel, gie couples split up vol- 
untarily^ j?ut Phillips says the Eth- 


iopians are sent to different 
camps. 

According to Dr. Phillips, the 
Ethiopians are being discouraged 


from following their own religious 
practices, unlike previous imm- 


igrants -to Israel. Faced with the 
prospect of “purification” pro- 
cedures so they would be rec- 
ognised as proper Jews in Israeli 
eyes, many young Ethiopians thr- 
eatened suicide. Dr. Phillips says 
be knows personally of seven sui- 
cide cases in the past three 
months, although Israeli aut- 
horities will confirm only three. 

Although Israel’s chief rabbi 
has accepted the authenticity of 
the Ethiopians’. Judaism, they are 
still being “advised” to undergo 
ritual immersion, and some Jewish 
sects discriminate against them. 
Forty Falashas were expelled from 
a school for refusing conversion 
ceremonies, Dr. Phillips says. 

He has also noted a rift between 
the 10,000 recently arrived Fal- 
ashas and previous Ethiopian 
immigrants, numbering about 
3,500, who arrived in small num- 
bers over the past decade. Many of 
the long-term settlers now work 


for the Jewish Agency, helping to 
Is. Fee- 


ass unilate the new arrivals 
lings run' high between the fwo;'j 
groups. V ‘ ‘ 


The new settlers are also unh- 
appy because they have no control 
over the spending of considerable 
sums of money collected thr- 
oughout the world in tire Eth- 
iopian Jewry Appeal. They have 
set up semi-underground groups 
in place of die official Ethiopian 
Immigrants' Association. 

Dr. Phillips suggests that the 
Falashas are growing to dislike 
Israelis, who, they say, regard 
them as uncivilised and inferior, 
objects of curiosity to goggle at 
and to quiz insensitively about 
their primitiveness. Some Eth- 
iopians counter that the Israelis 
have no manners, are at best pat- 
ronising and at worst racist 

An Israeli who emigrated from 
Brooklyn .seven years ago was 
beard to remark: “I don't know 
wbat the government think it’s 
doing bringing in black people. I 
left tbe States to get away from 
blacks/' 

Even the term “ Falasha” , which 
in theiEthiopian language Arah- 
aric means “stranger’ , is offensive 
to the Ethiopian Jews. They prefer 
to be called Bet Israel or House of 
Israel: until the last century, they 
believed themselves to be the last 
remaining Jew in the_world- 



Arv 4 Bet Israel * Jews at borne in Israel? 


The Israel^ authorities^dispiite . however.They say the Ethiopians 
many of D^. Phiilip^s findings, .. “would 1 have raer'the saihe pro- 


blems in any Western secular cou- 
ntry” The Sunday Times. 



Building a framework for peace in the Middle East 


Delors celebrated 100 days as president 


By Yoossef Azmeh 

Reuter 


BRUSSELS — European Com- 
mission President Jacques Delors 
Tuesday celebrated 100 days in 
office marked by a string of suc- 
cesses that appear to have set the 
tone for a more vigorous Eur- 
opean Community. 


Some diplomats said Mr. Delors 
had been lucky in taking over the 


running of the community’s Bru- 
ssels bureaucracy at a moment 
when problems dogging the 10 for 
many years were ripe for solution. . 

But most agreed that the com-’ 
bative former French finance min- 
ister had started to impose a dis- 
tinctive style and to exercise inf- 
luence rarely seen in the days of' 
his predecessor, Luxembourg- 
ex-premier Gaston Thom. 

Mr. Delors was already being 
likened in authority and ambition 
to the first and most distinguished 
commission president, Walter 
HaJlstein of West Germany, who 
ran the Brussels organisation for 


nine years to 1967. 

Now diplomats foresee a con- 
solidation phase in the months 
ahead. 

Attention was expected to focus 
on breaking up remaining trade 
and political barriers within the 
community and on the rising spe- 
ctre of new trade disputes with 
U.S. and Japanese competitors. 

Mr. Delors* decisive leadership 
has raised hopes that be will res-; 
tore the commission's ind- 
ependence from member states 
and reverse the erosion in its aut- 
hority, viewed by many diplomats 
as being at the heart of the com- 
munity's recurring crises- 

The 100 days since Mr. Delors 
assumed power at the head of a 
more cohesive 14-raan com- 
mission have seen him play a dec- 
isive role in breaking a deadlock 
on terras for the entry of Spain and 
Portugal next year. 

He has also been actively inv- 
olved in steering through major 
breakthroughs in environmental 
protection policy, reforming the 


much-criticised farm subsidy sys- 
tem and finding a solution to the 
group's immediate cash problems 
— issues that once appeared vir- 
tually insoluble. 

Mr. Delors has been helped in 
his role by having Italy in the rot- 
ating chair of community gov- 
ernmental councils, with its skilful 
Foreign Minister Giuilo Andreotti 
manoeuvring the 10 governments 
towards accord and compromise, 
diplomats said. 

They added that Mr. Delore’ 
next big. task was to overcome 
opposition against instituting ref- 
orms that would give his com- 
missioD a greater decision-making 
role and widen 1 the authority of the 
European Parliament. 

The diplomats said that^Kir. 
Delors, supported mainly by Italy 
and the Benelux states, was act- 
ively cultivating the Strasbourg 
assembly to build up its infin^n ^- 
as a rival to the council of min- 
isters and to leave the commission 
as the main group arbiter. 

The crunch will come in June at 


the community’s Milan summit 
which will demonstrate whether 
heads of state and government are 
willing to consider wide-ranging 
reform proposals submitted to 
them by their appointed experts. 

Some diplomats said there was 
little chance that the leaders' 
would accept the most radical of 
the proposed reforms, which 
would effectively dilute staunchly 
defended sovereign rights and 
weaken their own authority. 

They noted that the commission 
president has limited powers, rec- 
alling Mr. Hallstein’s defeat at the 
hands of General De Gaulle. 

When Mr. HaJlstein attempted 
to impose a derision on the French 
with the support of the then five 
other members, the French Pre- 
sident simply refused to obey and 
boycotted community, talks. 

The so-called “Luxembourg 
compromise” worked out to end 
this row established the principle 
that no state was o&Iigedto accept, 
decisions it considers harmful to 
its vital interests. 


’s civilian 
government shaky as 
president worsens 


By Bryna Brennan 

Associated Press 

BRASILIA — Brazil’s new civ- 
ilian government has been sho- 
wing signs of paralysis, with adm- 
inistration and political figures 
concentrating on the worsening 
condition of President-Elect Tan- 
credo Neves. 

The 75-year -old political vet- 
eran was in “extremely serious 
condition" Monday and was hoo- 
ked up to life-support systems. 
Newspapers speculated on funeral 
plans. 

Acting President Jose Sarney, 
who was sworn in as vice president 
on March 15, has promised to fol* 
low plans outlined by Mr. Neves, 
who first fell ill hours before the 
inauguration as the first civilian 
president in .21 years. 

But scores of second and third 
level administration jobs remain 
unfilled a month after the cabinet 
ministers assumed power. A Cul- 
ture Ministry employee, who 
spoke on the condition that she 
not be identified said," No one 
knows whom to report to, we just 
go to our jobs. 

Congress members inside the 
modern, twin-towered building 



President Neves 


have just about stopped passing 
laws and instead Monday were 


speaking about Mr. Neves’ health 
and awaiting televised medical 
bulletins. 

Mr. Samey, 54, canceled a pla- 
nned Monday meeting to ann- 
ounce an emergency programme 
to combat hunger and une- 
mployment in this nation of 134 
million people. He also postponed 
a trip last Friday to visit the nor- 
theast, where hundreds of tho- 
usands are homeless because of 
floods. 

Politicians, bpwever, main tain 
that they are united in keeping the 
country running and following the 
constitution, which says the vice- 
president heads the nation if the 
presidency is declared vacant 

“This country needs the same 
life-support system that the 
president-elect has,” said a Bra- 
zilian diplomat who refused to be 
identified because he said he is not 
authorised to speak with the press. 

. “With so many blows in so few 
days, a new government would 
have to be in some form par- 
alysed,” the news magazine Veia 
quoted the head of the civilian, 
cabinet, Jose Hugo Caselo' Bra- 
nco* as saying. “Frankly, I don’t 


know how this country 
tinues.” 

The news magazine, ia ar 
tonal , said the new govern 
does not know what Mr. f 
wanted and added. “The 
sequence is paralysis — and 
only end if the vacuum is fillei 
combined effort of ideas, ar 
and objectives.” 

Politicians were discussinj 
long Mr. Sarney should rem; 
office. The current constit 
gives the president a six 
term, but Mr. Neves agre< 
public demand to convoke i 
ional assembly to rewrite the 
stitution to legislate, among 
things, direct presidential 
loting. 

Mr. Neves had said he t 
serve a four-year term, wit 
successor named by the p« 
Some politicians now favou 
cct elections for president in 1 
Mr- Sarney now is views 
many of the Social Democrai 
traitor. He is not highly fav< 
within the democratic move 
because of his years as the 
thpiece for the military mane 
A Brazilian diplomat saic 
ally Mr. Sarney has eveiy rii 
Stey on as president, but a 
that it was a matter of legjrir 

He will only be able to st; 

if tot people and the politj 
teel he is a legitimate presid 
he said. 

Meanwhile, the nation si 
from severe problems that <s 
oe put on hold for too long. I 

SjjMf ***&& foreign de 
the developing world, put at 

than $100 bilfion. InflatL L 

morc than 230 per 
and * e average worker earn< 
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Merrill Lynch apologises for anti-Arab advertising 
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By P.V. Vivekxnand 
SpedaHo the Jordan Uma 

A Merril Lynch Realty agent in Washington Has apologised for a 
recent advertisement which was offensive to Arabs and Americans of 
Arab descent after American-Arab And- Discrimination Committee 
(ADC) issued strong protests. The March 23, 1985 issue of the Was- 
hington, D.C: “Homebuyer’s Journal" bears the agent's fall-page 
retraction and apology for an ad which he placed in the fcb. 9, 1985 
tejwmL Tteodran under the tide, "Is Washington for 
bale, and featured a charicature of an Arab in traditional headdress 
with dollar signs reflected in his sunglasses. In addition to the public 
retraction, the local agent responsible for she ad and. Merril Lynch 
executives have written letters of apology to ADC and the Arab- 
American community. ADC and its members are sensitive to such 
fonns of anti-Arab defamation and will continue to protest such 
anti-Arab biases in advertising. 


I’M SORRY 


I'm sorry that I ran an ad in this space on 
February 9, 1985 which offended the Arab- 
American Community. It was not my intent 
to demean or discriminate against anyone. 

The ad was not authorized by Merrill Lynch 
Realty and was inconsistent with the 
Company’s policies. 


Oliver Cowan 

Merrill Lynch Realty 


The Merrill Lynch Realty apology ad 


AMMAN — An American real 
esrate agent has publicly apo- 
logised to the US. public and 
members of the Arab and Arab- 
American communities for pub- 
lishing an advertisement which 
■was outrightly offensive to the 
Arabs, * 

It* was a classic example of the 
U -S. media tendency to promote 
the image of an ugly-looking, gre- 
edy and. rich Arab whea the 
Washington-based Horaebiiyers 
Journal ran a full-page back-cover 
advertisement by Merrill Lynch 
Realty saying "Is Washington For 
Sale? Ask Oliver Cowan” and fea- 
turing an Arab in a traditional 
headdress with dollar signs ref- 
lected in his sunglasses. 

The advertisement, which sou- 
ght prospective buyers and sellers 
of real estate in the Washington, 
O.C., region, appeared in the Feb. 
9. 1 985 issue of the journal and 
the American Arab-. 
Discrimination Committee 
(ADC) issued immediate protests 
and sent letters to Merrill Lynch 
Realty as well as Cowan himself 
expressing the ADCs "vehement 
objection to such racist adv- 
ertising." 

Simultaneously a number of 
ADC activists also took up the 
issue and an A DC member in Chi- 
cago demanded that his Merrill 
Lynch agent work tor a public ret- 
raction of and apology for the 
advertisement, says James Abo- 
urezk, national chairman of the 
ADC. 

A multitude of contacts bet- 
ween the ADC and Merill Lynch 
Realty executives followed, and 
the latter expressed “regret” over 
the advertisement, which, they 
said, was "contrary to our com- 
pany's policy” and it was placed by 
Cowan, “an independent con- 
tractor. without prior review.” 

In a letter dated Feb. 27 to Dr. ' 
Omar Kader, executive director of 
the ADC in Washington, D.C.. 
Merril Lynch general counsel 
Aubrey L. Pettit said “in a com- 


pany with over 12,000 sales ass- 
ociates mistakes are occasionally 
. made” and assured the ADC that 
"we are taking steps to ree- 
mphasise and enforce our pro- 
cedure of prior review.” 

In a letter to Dr. trader, 
Cowan also expressed “regret” 
over the advertisement and said' 
"it was not my intent to demean or 
discriminate against any one; in 
fact, as a black male who grew in 
Washington, D.C-, I am par- 
ticularly aware of this concern.” 

Another letter received by Dr. 
Kader,. this time from Ray Cha- 
ppei. president of the Washington 
office of Merrill Lynch Realty, 
also expressed “regret that the ad 
was offensive to you and other 
members of the Arab community” 
and said the company was "very 
careful to ensure that its adv- 
ertisement does not discriminate 
unfairly agihst any particular nat- 
ionality or ethnic group.” 

Referring to Cowan, the letter 
said "Oliver did not intentionally 
mean to perpetuate the stereotype 
image of the rich Arab buying up 
America." 

The letter also assured the A DC 
that "we will be even more careful 
in the future to see that” this type 
of advertisement “does not reo- 
ccur.” • 

However, it was not until March 
23, 1985, following a meeting 
between Merrill Lynch Realty 
President Stephen Hess and his 
legal counsel, who flew to Was- 
hington, D.C., from their offices in 
Connecticut, and Abourezk, that 
Cowan published a public ret- 
raction of the Feb. 9 adv- 
ertisement. "I’m sorry ” said the 
retraction, published in the same 
journal, in -the same prime space 
on back-cover. "It was not my int- 
ent to demean or d iscriminaie aga- 
inst anyone.” 

Abourezk recalls that Merrill 
Lynch was"not so eager to use the 
words, ’I’m sorry', but "they fin- 
ally agreed to do so after dis- 
cussing our plans to publicise the 
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Iicaiion. For years, the ste- 
reotyped image of a camel-riding, 
uneducated-but rich-wiih- 
" petrodollars” Arab, always on 
the lookout for women and pro- 
perty, has been dominant in the 
U.S. However, in recent years, 
organisations like the ADC and 
the National Association of 
Arab- Americans have been very 
effective in their efforts to stem 
the tendency and the case with 


Divided Third World’ faces a rampant thrust by U.S. interests 


By Melvyn Westlake . .. a bleak view of the April talks. 

Their potential value will not be 

South explores prospects for key April trade and money talks, as sa ^ s ' “ThinJ 

International Monetary Fund (IMF)-imposedsolutions start to fray. A P° l 8 ot Its acl lo 8 - 

divided " Third World " faces a rampant thrust by U.S. interests. bythe US^™ 8 OUt ~ raanOCUVred 


FOR MORE than a year. Western 
politicians and bankers have been 
engaged in a kind of conspiracy.of . 
i optimism over 0e ‘.‘Third Wortd’f ‘ 

- debt issue. “They have been wav- 

- ing bits of paper like modem Nev- 
ile Chamberlains, declaring ‘fin- 
ancial peace in our rime’,” says a 
London observer, paraphrasing 
British Prime Minister Neville 

D Chamberlain, who believed in 
“ 1938 that his negotiations had 
v averted war. 

Certainly, from the cosy per- 
„ spective of the banking parlours 
and key finance ministries, the 
* debt crisis may appear to have 
been successfully defused. The 
battered banking system has been 
shored up, there have been no 
: explicitly acknowledged debt def-. 
a ults, modest economic growth 
has been restored in many cou- 
ntries, and Mexico and Brazil have 
posted remarkably handsome 
trade surpluses, which will provide 
the dollars to meet their debt bills. 

For the time being, at least, the 
"North” is ignoring the costs to 
debtors of this “successful” man- 
: agemeni of the crisis; the pre- 
% cipitous decline in per capita inc- 
ome which, in some cases, will not 
be recovered until the 1990s; the 
rising level of unemployment, and 
spiralling inflation. 

Some Western officials do ack- 
nowledge that crisis management 
should now be followed by s a sec- 
ond phase concerned with res- 
to ring growth and development in 
the "Tnird World.” But the una- 
nswered question is how to ach- 
ieve this when financial flows to 
developing countries are dec- 
lining, and when on present 
trends, many countries will have 
to go on making substantial net 
resource transfers to their ind- 
ustrialised creditors for years to 
. come. 

Few expect that question to be 
answered in April's money, debt 
and trade talks in Washington. 
These three-day talks, involving a 
representative group of finance 
ministers from “North” and 


“South”, are being held within the 
framework of the interim com- 
mittee. themolicy^naking group 
in' the : IMF, and the Jess i .in.-* 
fluentiai development committee, 
a joint IMF-World Bank body. 

These meetings have been given 
a big billing largely because they 
are the first set-piece talks bet- 
ween the industrialised and dev- 
eloping countries since the failed 
‘'North-South” summit in Can- 
cun, Mexico, in 1981 — but they 
are likely to prove no less futile. 
The U.S. has ensured they will 
not be negotiating meetings, and 
has told important allies among 
the world representatives to make 
sure that the meetings of interim 
and development committees con- 
form to its wishes. 

The outcome has been a for- ' 
egpne conclusion since last Sep-* 
teraber, when the then U.S. Tre- 
asury Secretary, Donald Regan, 
hijacked the talks initiative. At. 
that time, several proposals for 
talks were being advanced, by the 
“Non-Aligned Movement”, the 
Commonwealth Secretariat in 
London, and the Latin American 
debtors. 

The declared objectives of the 
April parley are now modest ind- 
eed. “We are looking for an open 
and relatively informal exchange 
of views, leading to a common 
analysis of the international eco- 
nomic situation’ and the ide- 
ntification of problems for future 
attention,” says a World Bank off- 
icial. The bank view is summed up 
by development committee sec- 
retary Fritz Fischer: "This is the 
only game in town.” That may be 
so, but how does it help dev- 
eloping countries if the only game 
in town is being rigged by the 
U.S.? 

Washington is under no pre- 
ssure to moderate its hard line, 
says a senior U.N. economist- 
“The heat’s off the industrial cou- 
ntries now that the debt crisis has 
passed.” Sir Shridath Raraphal, 
the secretary-general of the 50- 
narion Commonwealth, also takes 


Certainly, it is a long time since 
U.S. officials were so enthusiastic 
about a meeting between ind-’ 
* ustriaBsed^'-M^^eyeiobing cou- 


’ n cries' ' Tim* ^fra^ar. Treasury^ 
deputy secretary until -February, 
describes the talks as the "most 
important economic event of 
1985”. Hard-line U.S. Treasury 
officials sense they are in a strong 
position, to achieve several che- 
rished objectives. High on this list 
is the launching of a new round of 
international trade negotiations, 
designed to liberalise cross-border 
trade in services such as banking, 
insurance and consultancy, as well 
as trade in high technology goods. 

So far the developing countries 
have stoutly resisted such neg- 
otiations.* But the “Third World” 
is going to be given a tough choice: 
go along with a new round of trade 
talks or face further protectionism 
in the industrialised world. Pro- 
tectionist pressures are gathering 
pace in the U.S., fuelled by an 
over-valued dollar which has 
made U.S. goods inordinately 
expensive and devastated many 
industries. The Reagan adm- 
inistration has adopted more imp- 
ort controls than any of its pre- 
decessors since the 1920s. Even 
efficient industrial sectors like agr- 
iculture and electronics are now 
being hit by competition. A 20 per 
cent surcharge on imports is wid- 
ely mooted. 

Reagan officials now argue that 
only a new round of trade- 
liberalising negotiations can stem 
the tide of protectionism. This is 
also a giveway that the April talks 
are more concerned with dealing 
with the looming U.S. crisis than 
with the problems of the dev- 
eloping world. The contradictions 
of the U.S. economy could hardly 
be more acute; while a strong dol- 
lar may have savaged industry, it is 
also necessary in order to attract 
foreign savings to finance the bud- 
get deficit. 

The dollar’s Ioog upward march 
also exacerbated the problems of 


the U.S. farm belt, where 250 
farms are said to be failing every 
day. endangering attempts to cut 
farm subsidies — and their con- 
tribution to the budget deficit. A 
renewed attack on European agr- 
icultural protectionism is now 
seen in Washington as the only 
way out. "Third World” allies of 
the.,.U<S.> have been primed to 
; bring up this issue at the April* 
meetings to increase pressure on 
the European Community (EC). 

Another goal of U.S. foreign 
economic policy that is likely to be 
pushed hard at the April talks is a 
reduction of "Third World” res- 
trictions on foreign private inv- 
estment. Reagan officials inveigh 
against restrictions that limit own- 
ership by U.S. transnationals in 
their "Third World” subsidiaries, 
or compel these subsidiaries to 
purchase a specified proportion of 
locally made components, or force 
them to export a set percentage of 
their ouipuL The U.S. Treasury 
has rarely been in a stronger pos- 
ition to get what it wants. 

Financial flows to the dev- 
eloping countries have fallen sha- 
rply. Bank lending has slumped 
and aid flows are also declining. 
Most analyses show that the dev- 
eloping countries face a large fin- 
ancing gap in the coming years if 
they are to grow at an acceptable 
rate. Washington argues that an 
increase in private foreign inv- 
estment is the only way to fill that 
gap. Those who want a share of 
this investment will have to eli- 
minate offending restrictions. 

Washington’s determination to 
strike a blow for its transnationals 
accounts — along with budget 
constraints — for its resistance to 
pleas for an increase in the cap- 
ital base of the World Bank and 
support for aid initiatives like the 
special fund for Africa. In the U.S. 
view, the World Bank and its 
soft-aid arm, the International 
Development Association, would 
have quite enough money to help 
Africa and the other countries like 
India, which should be forced to 
seek more of their capital req- 
uirements from the private mar- 
kets. . 

For developing countries, str- 
uggling with painful, yet in many 


cases, increasingly successful pro- 
grammes of economic adjustment, 
Washington’s hard line is a bitter 
pill. They have carried out many 
of the economic reforms urged on 
them in the early 1980s, only to 
find that the industrialised cou- 
ntries have upped the ante. 

In spite of economic sacrifices, 
developing countries .are -Steiy to 
find' new finance scarce. The fut- 
ure growth of their exports also 
looks increasingly problematical. 
A new eruption of U.S. pro- 
tectionism or a rise in int- 
ernational interest rates would 
deal a body blow to the economic 
adjustment programmes of Third 
World debtors, particularly in 
Latin America. 

The U.S. boom was responsible 
for almost the whole of Latin 
America’s export "miracle” — 85 
per cent of the increase in the reg- 
ion’s exports from mid- 1982 to 
mid- 1984 went to the U.S. Huge 
trade surpluses of $10-billion to 
S15-billfon, for Mexico and Brazil 
— matched by corresponding cash 
out-flows to meet debt bills — will 
have to continue for several years 
in the absence of any significant 
rise in new [ending to these cou- 
ntries. 

If either recession or pro- 
tectionism prevented the US. 
from continuing, to absorb Latin 
American exports, then the cou- 
ntries of the region could again 
have great difficulty servicing 
. their debts, particularly if interest 
rates failed to fall significantly at 
the same time 

Meanwhile, the internal social 
and political pressures to inflate 
remains for many developing cou- 
ntries. The very success of the 
economic adjustment pro- 
grammes in some countries has 
increased the theoretical scope for 
such reflation — if, that is, it were 
not for the need of Latin Ame- 
rican countries to transfer the equ- 
ivalent of between three and 10 
per cent of gross domestic product 
•to their creditor countries, in the 
form of debt interest. 

With this removed, imports 
could rise and some goods now- 

sold overseas could be redirected 
into the home market. Such has 
been the dec! ine in production and 


income levels that it will take a 
sustained period of economic 
growth for many countries just to 
resiore standards of living that 
existed when the recession began. 
Between 1981 and 1984. per cap- 
ita GDP fell nine per cent in Latin 
America. 

Even if these large declines are 
made up. over the next few years 
— and in some cases, this will not 
be until ihe early 1990s — - the 
1980s will have been a "lost dec- 
ade” from the point of view of 
economic and social progress. 
Basic social investments and exp- 
enditures have been sacrificed. 
This inevitably reduced the pos- 
sibilities for raising standards of 
living in coming years. At the 
same time, inflation has soared in 
many countries, exacerbated in 
some cases by currency dev- 
aluations and the ending of sub- 
sidies on many consumer items, as 
well as by the efforts of organised 
labour to arrest the fall in wages — 
and the attempts of governments 
to head off social tensions by kee- 
ping the pressure of demand in the 
domestic market higher than is 
consistent with a shift of resources 
into exports. 

In the face of these problems, 
and the even more desperate 
plight of many African countries, 
the April talks in ihe interim and 
development committees appear 
likely to have as much relevance as 
a debate on marine safety sta- 
ndards does to a drowning man. 
The so-called search for a "com- 
mon analysis” is simply another 
way of asking the developing cou- 
ntries how much further they are 
prepared to bend towards the 
Washington position- 

The central requirements of any 
sustainable medium-terra fin- 
ancial strategy for the “Third 
World” have been frequently reh- 
earsed: a substantial increase in 
the lending capacity of the int- 
ernational financial institutions, 
and a reorganisation of debt which 
reduce debt servicing costs to a 
level consistent with the ach- 
ievement of adequate rates of 
economic growth. Until there is 
agreement on this, the real talks 
cannot start — South Syndication 
Service, London. 



The anti-Arab, image-distorting ad which appeared in the “Home- 
buyer’s Journal” 

issue.” Merrill Lynch Realty was only' 

It was not the first time that another example of how a con- 
advertisements offensive to the certed move could result in con- 
Arabs appeared in any U.S. pub- crete results. 


As the story of “Is Washington 
For Sale?” unfolded here, a sea- 
soned Jordanian, Who has been 
living in the U.S. tor over 20 years 
before returning to his homeland, 
said: "These kinds of ihings hate 
been happening all the time, but it 
is a matter of record that an 
Arab-American organisation 
managed to pressure a giant like 
vlerrill Lynch come to its knees 
and listen to reason.” 


I want my money back 


SOMETIMES ABNORMAL things happen around us, like 
this story I was told the other day. 

This lady bought some furniture for her new house, 18th 
century pieces that she acquired during a trip to France. She 
decided to ship them to Amman. The furniture arrived and 
part of it was damaged during transport. ITiis lady pays the 
import tax on all the pieces, even the damaged ones, the law 
stipulating that the price of these would be recooped by the 
owner from the insurance company. 

In our friend’s case, the furniture was unpacked later at 
home in the presence of a delegate from the insurance com- 
pany who took note of the damage. The damage amounting 
up to over JD 300, the company delegate told the lady that in 
such cases, a committee should be formed to decide the 
amount to be paid in compensation. This committee consists 
of a delegate from the Chamber of Commerce, a delegate 
from the Ministry of Industry and Trade and the insurance 
company employee. 

So a date was set for this committee to pass its judgement, 
and this is when the abnormal happened. 

Looking at the first damaged piece, an 18th century table 
with a black marble top which was broken, the delegates of 
the chamber and the insurance company, agreed on the sum 
to be paid in accordance with the initial invoice. The del- 
egate dT the ministry looked at the lady and asked: “What do 
you have against Jordanian marble?” 

“Nothing” the puzzled lady answered,*' but the marble 
came with the table”, she explained. 

Then they looked at two broken chairs; again the same 
two delegates agreed on the amount to be paid while oar 
friend from the ministry commented: “Those chairs are old 
and rotten — you could have obtained better ones from 
Amman.'* 

He was told, of course, the chairs were old, being aut- 
hentic 18th century antiques. The ministry delegate insisted 
on his opinion. The same happened with the three other 
pieces. 

The lady was told she wOi soon know what the decision of 
the committee would be. She has been waiting for quite a 
while. Nothing indicates that the two delegates were able to 
convince their colleague from the ministry that the problem 
rested not in the comparison between 18th century furniture 
and local production but in compensating for damaged fur- 
niture which was cleared by the Jordanian customs. 

Orthodox Jews fight 
plans for building 
Mormon institution 


By Arthur Max 

Associated Press 

TEL AVIV — Orthodox Jews are 
campaigning to stop an American 
Mormon University from building 
a study centre in Jerusalem, arg- 
uing that the facility will become a 
vehicle for converting Jews to 
Mormonism. 

While the battle rages in rhe Isr- 
aeli Parliament, city hall and the 
press, the 15-million-dollar centre 
for Near Eastern studies is going 
up on a choice plot on the Mount 
of Olives overlooking the Holy 
City. 

But the Mormons, recognising 
the power of Orthodox Jews in 
Israel, say they have foresworn 
their mission to spread the faith. 

"Proselyting among the Jews is 
not in our interests ... for practical 
reasons,” said David B. Galbraith, 
director of the Jerusalem Pro- 
gramme for the school, Brigham 
Young University. 

“We also understand that the 
Jewish people, returning from 
2,000 years in exile to their own 
land, do not want to be confronted 
by Christian missionary work,” he' 
said in an interview. 

Such promises have failed to 
convince Rabbi Moshe Porush. 
head of a militant anti- missionary 
organisation called Yad L'achiv." 

“We know the way they (Mor- 
mons) work,” Rabbi Porush told 
the Associated Press. "They have 
succeeded in tricking the Israeli 
government that they are benign. 1 ' 

The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints, as the Mor- 
mons are officially known, won a 
12-year battle for the site last year 
when they obtained government 
approval to lease a six-acre plot on 
the hill mentioned in the Bible. 

When completed in two years, 
the seven-story study centre will 
allow BYU to double to 200 the 
number of students in its Jer- 
usalem programme, said Mr. Gal- 
braith. 

The Mormons are known for 
their aggressive missionary eff- 
orts, especially among Jews. They 
consider their church, founded in 
19th-century America, an ext- 
ension of the ancient Hebrew 
faith. 

■ “We make a clear distinction 
between the university and the 


church," Mr. Galbraith said. Mis- 
sionary work is the principle of our 
faith,” but it also was a Mormon 
tenet” to sustain the law of the 
land," he said. 

The Mormons won support 
from Mayor Teddy Kollek, who 
has argued that Mormon students 
who spend a semester in Jer- 
usalem return home “as good-will 
ambassadors for us.” 

In the 16 years that the BYU 
Centre has operated in make-shift 
facilities, "there has not been one 
instance where they have been 
suspected of missionary activity,” 
Mr. Kollek wrote in a letter to 
Rabbi Porush. 

Rabbi Porush claimed to have 
the names of three Israelis who 
were converted to Mormonism, 
but he declined to disclose them. 

He also said Jews will be wel- 
come to special events in the fac- 
ility, where he fears Mormons will 
engage in sublie persuasion. "The 
university is pari of their mis- 
sionary activity,” Rabbi Porush 
said. 

Israeli sensitivity to missionary 
activity derives from the forced 
conversions of Jews during med- 
ieval times. 

In 1978 the government tig- 
htened its anti- missionary laws by 
making it a criminal offence to 
offer material inducements to 
anyone for changing his religion. 

At the same time. Israel is ac- 
utely aware of its pledge to gua- 
rantee freedom of religion in the 
Holy City. 

But, says'Rabbi Porush, "Fre- 
edom of worship is for ind- 
ividuals,” and is not meant to be a 
license for seeking converts. 

Jerusalem police say they have 
investigated anti-missionary Jews 
in connection with vandalism and 
arson at Christian Institutions, inc- 
luding a fire that destroyed a Bap- 
tist Church in a Jewish nei- 
ghbourhood in 19R2. 

Yad L’ Achim, which is Hebrew 
for "a hand to brothers,” is a 
small, militant group of ulira- 
Orthodox Jews who have been in 
the forefront of anti -missionary 
activity in Israel for 30 years. 

The group wields influence 
among rival religious political par- 
ties, which vie among each other 
to appear vigilant. 
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New Zealand government says 
S. Africa tour ‘ eternal shame’ 


WELLINGTON (R) — New Zealand’s rugby union 
Wednesday announced the national All Blacks team 
would tour South Africa later this year, and the 
government said the decision marked rugby’s ‘day 
of shame.’ 


Deputy Prime Minister Geo- 
ffrey Palmer said public opinion 
was now the only way to stop the 
controversial tour. 

He called Wednesday rugby's 
‘day of shame' but urged restraint 
in public protests. 

Palmer was speaking to rep- 
* orters after brief airport talks with 
Prime Minister David Lange, who 
arrived home from a tour of Black 
Africa only hours after the rugby 
union's IS-raao ruling council 
voted to defy widespread dom- 
estic and international opposition 
and go ahead with the tour. 

Lange said earlier during a sto- 
pover in Canberra that the dec- 
ision was to the sport's ‘eternal 
shame.* 

Church bells tolled in lament at 
the announcement, protestors 
.outside rugby headquarters cha- 
nted ‘shame', and New Zealand’s 
.biggest anti-apartheid group. Halt 
All Racist Tours (HART.), vowed 
to mobilise public opinion to stop 
the tour. 

HART Chairman John Min to 


said in a television interview a nat- 
ional day of protest would be obs- 
erved on May 3 to put “trr- 
esistable pressure” on the rugby' 
union. 

“We’re going to ensure that this 
tour does not proceed,” he added. 

Police sealed off the rugby 
union's Weilingtdb headquarters 
■during Wednesday’s four-hour 
meeting. 

“There are so many people aro^- 
-und who are thirsdng for the opp- 
ortunity to turn these protests into 
violent confrontation,” a police 
spokesman said. 

Demonstrators, police and 
rugby fans dashed in 1981 when 
South Africa's Springboks toured 
New Zealand in the last meeting 
between the two rugby-mad nat- 
ions. 

Concern at domestic violence, 
and division is a major factor in 
the highly-charged debate over 
sports contacts with South Africa. 

Rugby union chairman Ces Bla- 
zey said: “We do not believe that 
the majority of New Zea- 


landers would consider that a. 
decision should be made on the 
basis of intimidation, threats or 
blackmail.” 

Wednesday's vote in favour of a 
tour had been widdy expected in 
New Zealand where the issue pro- 
voked more passion than Wel- 
lington’s ban on visits by nuclear 
ships and the resulting crisis in rel- 
ations with the United States. 

The decision followed Lange's 
statement that ‘the tour must not 
proceed’, and opposition from a 
unanimous parliament, the chu- 
rches, newspapers and the cou- 
ntry’s two biggest provincial rugby 
unions. 

Blazey said the government’s 
view that a tour would cause int- 
ernational and domestic damage 
to' New Zealand had been con- 
sidered carefully but the counciTs 
responsibility was to rugby. 

Blazey said Lange's apparent 
success in convincing Black Africa 
that everything possible had been 
done by his labour government to 
stop the tour was a factor in the 
vote. 

But Palmer said this was a ‘very 
shallow excuse for what is a 
patently selfish decision.' 

The tour probably will take 
place from late July to early Sep- 
tember. 


Lewis, Moses to compete in 
Olympic Coliseum track meet 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Oly- 
mpic gold medallists Carl Lewis, 
Edwin Moses and Valerie 
Brisco- Hooks will be among the 
competitors in the first Arco Col- 
iseum Classic on Saturday. June 8 
it was announced Tuesday. 

The meet will be an int- 
ernational invitational affair fea- 
turing Olympians and world-class 
athletes competing in 20 events, it 
was announced. 

Eastern bloc athletes who didn't 
participate in the Olympics bec- 
ause of the Soviet Union boycott 
also will be invited to participate. a 

The meet, sponsored by Atl- 
antic Richfield Co., will be the first 
of major consequences at the Los 
Angeles Coliseum since last sum- 
mer’s Olympic Games. 

. “We have an opportunity to 
bring the world's finest athletes 
back into the Olympic venue to 


compete on the Olympic track,” 
said H.D. Thoreau. meet director 
and commissioner of athletics for 
the 1984 games. “We are actively 
pursuing those athletes who were 
victimised by the boycott to com- 
pete in our meet.” - 

Scheduled men's events are the 
1 00, 200, 400, 800 and 1 ,500 met- 
res, the 110-metre hurdles, 400- 
metre hurdles, high jump, pole 
vault, triple jump, shot put and 
discus throw. Scheduled women's 
events are the 100,200,400.800, 
1 .500 metres, 100-metre hurdles, 
long jump and high jump. 

Moses, pole vaulter Mike Tully 
and high jumper Dwight Stones 
spoke at a news conference Tue- 
sday, called to announce that the 
meet would be held. 

Moses, who said his life had 
“returned to normal” since he was 
acquitted in February of a pro- 


stitution solicitation charge, plans 
to run “two or three times” before 
the coliseum meet 

“I race when Tm ready to race.” 
said the 400-metre hurdler who 
has won 109 consecutive race 
since last losing in 1977. “If I’m 
running at my best, no one can 
win.” 

Moses, 29, said he is taking his 
future in track “on a year-to-year 
basis” and hopes to still be com- 
peting when the 1988 Olympics 
roll around. 

Stones, who finished fourth in 
the Olympics, said he wants to 
peak for the coliseum meet. 

“I don't want to have a bad per- 
formance in this facility,” he said. 
“I think either (Jimmy) Howard. 
(Dennis) Lewis or myself will bet- 
ter the U.S. record this year— not 
once, but several rimes.” 


Heart transplant patient runs marathon 


BOSTON, Massachusetts (AP) 
— Welshman Bryan Price, 45, 
ran the Boston marathon with the 
heart of a 16-year-old — a heart 
that became his in an organ trans- 
plant operation more than a year 


ago. 

Price, of Caldicot, Wales, was 
believed to be the first heart- 
transplant patient to complete a 
marathon when he crossed the 
finish line Monday in five hours 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT 
„ FOR RENT 

Consisting of three bedrooms, large salons and kitchen, completely 
furnished with a separate telephone. walHo-wall carpeting and 
independent central heating. 

, Location: Near Wadi Saqra Circle - Mr. Nazmi Nabulsi building - on 
top' of Rawand pharmacy 

For more information call 666282 and 641163 


INVITATION TO PHOTO EXHIBITION 

Under the Patronage of 
H.E. Minister of Youth Hisham A1 Sharari 

Al Ahll club will organise a photo exhibition entitled 
"Features from Jordan" by Arsalan Ramadan at 6.00 
p.m. Friday. 

N.B. The exhibition lasts for three days 

OPEN INVITATION 


and 57 minutes, his doctor, Ter- 
ence Kavanaugh, said. 

“I was harder than what I 
thought it would be. It was very 
hard and especially the last mile.” 
Price said Tuesday. 

“Oh, I’m feeling absolutely 
fine today... I’ve got a little bit of 
stiffness in the calves. I thought 
I'd have more than that,” he said. 

Asked, if he planned to run 
another marathon. Price said, 
“I’ve done one. My ambition is 
done. We’ll have to see. It's up to 
this team of people monitoring 
me... they’re the bosses.” 

He referred to the Toronto 
Tehabilitation pilot project. He is 
one of some 50 cardiac patients in 
a British programme based on the 
Canadian project, which Kava- 
naugh helps supervise. 

Price said be undertook a train- 
ing programme of about 11 
months with the Toronto project. 

“Theur first idea was to reha- 
bilitate me so I could get about,” 
he said. “I decided I would like to 
have a go at the marathon if it 
was OK with them.” 

With the doctors' approval, we 
went ahead, training by running 
up to 20 miles (32.1 km) a day. 

“Oh, yes. it was the first time I 
ever did a marathon," Price said 
of Monday'^ run over the 26- 
mile, 385-yard (42.1-km) course. 



Marvin Hagler (left) directs a blow to Thomas Hea rns’ body' in their world middleweight title bout 
Monday night in Las Vegas 

Hagler to fight one more year 


LAS VEGAS (R) — Marvelous 
Marvin Hagler said Tuesday that 
he would seek to break Carlos 
Monzon’s middleweight record of 
14 title defences and then retire in 
about a year. 

“One more year and then IH 
be gone,” the 30-year-old Hagler 
told a press conference a day 
after stopping Thomas Hearns in 
the .third round for his 11th 
straight title ‘defence. 

“Last night was the pinnacle of 
my career,” Hagler said of his. 
savage brawl with Hearns, which 
veteran observers regarded as the 
most exciting three-round fight in 
boxing history. 

“I wanted to gain the respect of 
the media and the people, and I 
think that today the eyes of the 
world are on me.” 

Promoter Bob Arum said Hag- a 
ler’s next opponent probably" 
would be top-ranked James Shul- 
er, probably in the fall, followed 
by John Mugabi of Uganda and 
then Donald Curry, the World 
Boxing Association welterweight 
champion. 

Hearns, meanwhile, was to 
have X-rays taken of his right 
hand, where a large swelling de- 
veloped overnight between the 
small and ring fingers. 

“Wfc 1 think be may have hurt it 
in the first round,” said Irving 
Rudd, a spokesman for Hearns. 

Both Hagler and Arum said 
that a fight with undisputed light- 
heavyweight champion Michael 
Spinks was a possibility, but only 
if Spinks came down in weight. 

“I’m a legitimate mid- 
dleweight, and that’s where I- 
want to stay,” said Hagler, still 


wearing his red baseball cap with 
‘war’ on the front, even though 
his war with Hearns — and it was 
all of that — was over. 

“Maybe we can make it a 
‘catch weight’ fight, with Spinks 
coining in at about 268 pounds 
(77.3 kg)”. Arum said. “But 
Marvin isn’t going to go up in 
weight.” 

Explaining his strategy of going 
after Hearns with a fury from the 
opening bell, Hagler said: “I did 
h because of the magnitude of the 
fight. I knew be was a fast starter 
as he showed against (Roberto) 
Duran and (Pipino) Cuevas. But 
I've got to give TTioinas credit, 
because he fought as a challenger, 
should by coming right at me, 
too.” 

“I think I confused Thomas by 
switching from southpaw to a 
right-handed style,” said Hagler, 
'sporting a cut along his right eye 
■ and a bandage on his forehead 
where be had been cut in the first ' 
round. “I do that by instinct. And 
I had switched to right-handed 
when I floored him ” 

Hagler, who required four 
stitches for his eye cut, said be 
thought a rematch was uolikely, 
even though Hearns said Monday 
night that he would like one. 

Should it happen, though, ' 
Hagler said, ‘1 don’t think Tbo- 
-mas would want to fight like that 

again ” 

There had been bitter words 
between the two fighters before 
the bout But Hagler indicated all 
that was past 

“He showed his class, by com- 
ing in to my dressing room after 
the fight and wishing me luck,” 


Hagler said. “He said, ‘Marvin, 
you hit so hard for a mid- 
dleweight. You should move up 
to light-heavyweight. ‘ And I told 
him, 'Why? So you could take my 
title?’ ” 

Hagler said he was concerned 
over the forehead cut that had 
opened up in round one. “J was. 
very scared. But I knew that 
''Goody (manager and co-trainer 
Goody Petrimefli) could take 
■care of it. And he told me there 
was no serious damage.” 

* Based on early closed-circuit 
television returns, Arum said that 
Hagler probably would receive 
about $8 million and Hearns 7 
million. 

Arum said about 1.2 milli on' 
people saw the fight on closed- 
circuit television — about the 
same number who saw the first 
Duran-Sugar Ray Leonard bout, 
but well below the record 1.6 
million who saw the first Muham- 
mad Ali-Joe Frazier fight. 

Petronelli said that after the. 
fight he and his brother and 
co-trainer Pat, who have worked, 
with Hagler since he began his 
pro career in 1973, drank a cham- 
pagne toast, “We always do it — 
just us, “The Triangje”. It’s very 
special.” . 

After attending a party in his 
honour Hagler slept for three 
hours and was up at 4 a.m. to 
appear on television. 

“Before going to bed, I looked 
in the mirror, and I said to 
myself, ‘Marvin, you're boxing 
now',” Hagler. said. “I will not 
say I'm the greatest. I'll leave that 
to the public.” 



Ruzici ousts seeded Torres 


Thomas Hearns lies oa the mat after beingJmockecl out by Marvin Hagler in the third round 


APARTMENT (FULLY FURNISHED) 
FOR RENT 


Univ. of Jordan housing - Jubeiha: Two bedrooms, two bathrooms, 
guestroom, large living room, two balconies, wall-to-wall carpet, 
central heating, telephone. T.V. etc. 

From June 1. ‘85 - Sept. 1. ‘86. renewable 

Telephone: 842175 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Consisting of two bedrooms, salon, dining room, 
glassed veranda with telephone and central heating 
Location: Al Hussein Housing Estate 
Annual rent: JD 3.000 

Call tel. 665663 


* VACANCY 

A diplomatic mission in Amman is looking for a 
well-experienced professional BUTLER. Interested ap- 
plicants may submit written applications to the Person- 
nel Office, P.O. Box 354, Amman. Applicants 
•should attach certificates of experience, a personal 
photograph, and include all necessary information. 
Return address and telephone number, if available, 
are required. 


AMELIA ISLAND, Florida (R) 

Romanian Virginia Ruzici and 

American Debbie Spence kno- 
cked two seeded players out of the 
Women's Tennis Association 
Championships here and three 
other seeded players were in their 
third sets when rain halted play 
Tuesday. 

In second-round marches, Ruz- 
ici beat 12th-seeded American 
Michelle Tones 6-0, 6-3 and Spe- 
nce won a 5-7, 6-4, 6-3 victory 
over big-serving American Alyria 
Moulton, the 13rh seed- 

Itafy’s Anna Maria Cecdum. 
appeared on her way to a quick- 
upset of sixth-seeded Hungarian* 
Andrea Temesvari when she won 
the first set 6-0 but Temesvari’ 
took the second 6-1. Temesvari 
was t railin g 3-4 in the third set 
when rain interrupted them. 


Also in £h«r third sets, third- 
seeded West German Claudia 
Kohde-Kilsch . led Denmark's 
Tine Scheucr-Larsen 3-2 and sev- 
enth seed Pam Casale led fellow 
American Elise Burgin I -0. a 

In first-round matches, Arg- 
entina's 14-year-old Gabrielis 
g afrarini beat her countrywoman 
anddoubles partner Mercedes Paz 
6- 1 , 6-4, West German Steffi Graf 4 
defeated Sweden's Carina Kar- a-. 
Isson 6-4, 6-3 and South African 
Rosalyn Fairbank needed a 
third-set tiebreaker to beat pre- 
qualifier Joy Cummings of the 
US. 6-0, 3-6, 7-6 (9-7). 

A match between second- 
seeded Czechoslovak Hana Man- 
dlikova and American Vicki Nel- 
son was postponed until Wed- 
nesday. 


Olympic boxing gold medallist 
Biggs says he’s supernatural 


CORPUS CHRISTI, Texas (AP) 

— Olympic super heavyweight 
gold medallist TyreH Biggs of the 
United States said Tuesday he 
thought of himself as “supernatu- 
ral” and didn’t think his previous 
use of drugs and alcohol had 
seriously affected him. 

Biggs, 24, said he never used 
drugs or alcohol during his 
ama teur tr aining and remains 

free from them now. 

“I feel great. This is a whole 
.different kind of feeling for me 
’now/’ said Biggs, who has a 
scheduled six-round bout Satur- 
day against Mike Perkins. 

The fight is Biggs’ second as a 
professional and the first since 
completing a counselling prog- 
ramme in California for drug and 
alcohol abase. 

- “I think Fm a supernatural 
type of person, of the things I can 
do physically. There was no way 
it could bother me,” he said. 


Biggs declined to say whar 
drugs he had used, but said peer 
pressure and access to money 
created the problem. 

"It was not a thing, physically. 

It was not affecting me that much 
really. It was mentally. But I din': 
think it was that bad,” the 6-foot- 
5-inch (1.96-metre) Biggs told a 
news conference. 

• Biggs said he came to grips 
with his problem before it got out 
of control. He said he entered a 
rehabilitation centre in Orange. 
California, -on Dec. 28 and suc- 
cessfully completed the program- 
me Jan. 19- 

“Before the problem got really ^ 
bad, I figured I had to get on top 
of it, before it got worse,” he 
said. “I didn't do anything to 
enhance my ability. I was just for 
recreation.” 

Also on the six-bout card will 
Biggs on Saturday are two other 
Olympic medallists. 


General Tarawneh resigns 
from football association 

AMMAN (Petra) — Civil Defence Department Director General 
Khaled Tarawneh Wednesday presented his resignation from 
membership of the Jordanian Football Association. The resignation 
came due to not having enough time to fulfill his obligations 
towards the association. 


THE Daily Crossword by Dorothea E. Shipp 


‘ ACROSS 
1 Court fknira: 
abbr. 

S Wtr® measures 
9 Lamb or pork 

13 Theda of 
sllents 

14 Bay window 

16 He raced the 
tortoise 

17 Earth-shaking 

18 Farm implement 
man 

19 Eng. composer 

20 Writer of 
“Jamaica Inn" 

23 Anderson's 
“High 

24 Psi ion’s 
partner 

25 Skirt edge 
28 Water pan 

31 Graven Image 

34 Corroded 

35 High fashion 

36 Staircase part 
38 Writerof 

“Westward Ho" 

43 Seoul's land 

44 Card game 

45 Go astray 

46 Hominy 

47 Kind of poem 

49 Na ut tear chain 

50 Dynamics or 
space 

52 Kind of lamp 
54 Writerof 
“Jane Eyre" 

62 Quantity of 
wool 

63 Coral reef 

64 Knowledge 
handed down 

65 Lily plant 

66 Obtuse 

67 Racetrack 

68 See to 

69 Breads 

70 Beams 

DOWN 

1 Resting 

2 Coarse doth 

3 Journey 

4 Pleasure craft 

5 Preside over 



t'i985Tfibuna Madia Services. me 
AH ngnu Reswveo 


6 Peeved 

7 Stead 

8 Homily 

9 Party game 

10 Mata — 

11 Fr. river 

12 Looksaarctv 
Ingty 

15 Pastures 

21 — Hill 

22 Operating 

25 Writerof 
potboifers 

26 Character ol 
a culture 

27 Comte Ann 
29 Call for help 
80 Linen tape 

32 Little hooter 

33 Suspicious 
37 Harp's cousin 

39 Observed 

40 Place for a 
boutonniere 

41 Charged 
particle 

42 Bigwig* 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 



jTKindolptn 56 Prolific 

48 Bobby of author 

- 57 Acting award 

58 OtheT 

59 —Scotia 

54 Confabulate 60 Salver 

55 Hearty's 61 Snow's 

companion catch 


GERMAN FILM WEEK 

“Paths to Reality” 

The Goethe Institute and the Cine Club announce that 
n m will be continued nw at the 

EKS3E 0f Culture and Arts ' ha " i" JaLal 

Beginning ail days at 8:00 p.m. Tickets are for JD 1 
and are on sale at entrance. See special advert^ 



*★ ★Gut- Theatre* ★ 

Philadelphia £ 

* 
* 

WHERE THE * 
'* BOYS ARE * 


Short a* 3.30/6 .'6.30/10,15 
TEL. 34144-34449 
★ ★ ★★★★★★*★- 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Fbllowing are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world oiirencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
foe London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 


One steriin 
due US. d 


One ounce of gold 


1.2815/25 

13560/70. 

3.0215/4200 

25140/70 

25140/70 

60.85/90 

93150/2250 

19265/85 

249.05/20 

8.8350/8450 

8.7300/7400 

10.8450/8550 

326.70/327.20 


U5. dollars 
Canadian dollars 
West German marks 
Dutch guilders - 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
D anish crowns . 

U.S. dollars 


London stock market 


LONDON (R) — Equities closed firmer in quiet trading, enc- 
ouraged by speculation of acut in U JC. base rates in the near term, 
dealers said. 

At 140 0 the F.T. 30-share index had put on 7.9 points at 987.4 
while the FTSE 100 index moved back over 1300 for foe first time 
since March 22, 113 points better at 1302.6 at 1430 GMT. 

Rio Tinto-Zinc was off 13p at 641 after 637 following lower 
Than expected annual pretax profits. 

Government bonds were mixed in dull trading with short dates 
up around Vb point and long dates down % point. Golds were as 
much as 52 lower and North Americans were mixed. 

Commercial Union was unchanged on balance at 227p having 
touched a high of 232 on bid speculation. Alliance Versichenmgs 
AG said it does not plan a bid for the company. 

Insurance brokers moved off the lows, having been initially 
marked sharply lower on currency considerations. Minet Hol- 
dings was down 17p at 2 55 and Sedgwick was up 3p at 366 after 

- Banks attracted moderate interest as a result of a broker's buy 
recommendation. Natwest was 27p higher at 599. 


' FORECAST FOR THURS., APRIL 18, 1985 . 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: An unusually good day 
and evening for you to consider your future and just 
what you would like to have at this time which is new 
and different from your present outlets. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Be more willing to state 
your aims to those about you and gain their coopera- 
tion. A day for making big progress. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Find a way to get in 
to see a bigwig and impress with your finest capabilities 
to gain support you need. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Good day for seeing as 
many persons as you can, both in business and social 
life and make real progress. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) If you are 
mor e e g ynent and cieveffit wprk, you have a chance to 
gam more benefits^SHow-loyalty to loved one. 

'"LE&'J JuL 22 to Aug. 21) New situations arise that are 
an opportunity to have greater success, especially via 
Jet Set contacts. -• 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Find a better system for_ 
handling and intitiating new deals and advance more 
quickly. The evening can be very romantic. 

LIBRA (Sept 23 to Oct 22) Situations arise that can 
assist you in becoming more successful, so be sure to ' 
handle them properly. Think constructively. 

SCORPIO (Oct 23 to Nov. 21) Enthusiastically get 
into duties ahead of you and gain the approval of higher- 
ups. Rest -at home this evening. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) A good day to 
■ plan amusements that will bring you surcease from wor- 
ries and tensions. Spend time with loved one. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Study the situation 
at home and see how best to improve conditions there. 
■Invite guests in for the evening. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) You have fine ideas 
for adding to your abundance and should put them in 
operation quickly. Listen to a successful person. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) You can. be more suc- 
cessful now by utilizing new methods and ideas and forg- 
ing ahead thereby. 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY, APRIL 19, 1985 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: The earliest part of the 
day is best for you to get into the various means by 
which you wind up the plans and, arrangements 

which have already been in your m i nd . . 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) During the day, .be sure 
to carry through with any plans made yesterday and be 
particularly careful 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Put-some new plan in 
operation during the day and in the evening, go after 
personal matters that are pressing. « 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Pursue intimate aims 
in the morning, but tonight, concentrate on your most 
secret wish. Be thoughtful of friends. i 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) You can get 
much done in the business world during the day. but 
later concentrate on personal wishes. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Use your inventive ability, 
your ingenuity in handling new projects and get ahead 
faster. Plan how to gain greater prestige. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Handle your business 
affairs brilHantiy during the day, but later gain data you 
need from an outsider. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Discuss some new plan 
with your partners and then get into the minutiae of 
such. Show that you are ethical and reliable. 

. SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) You can get much work 
do n* during the day that can bring fine benefits. Make 
right arrangements with your associates. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Early make ap- 
pointments of a social nature for the future and later 
get into £h*t workload and clear it up. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Concentrate upon 
home affairs in the morning, but reserve the evening for 
simple and wholesome pleasures. ■ 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Get busy early at 
correspondence and other communications and later en- 
joy your family at home. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Plan how best to add 
to your present abundance during the day and confer 
with experts in the evening. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY _ he or she will 
easily go along with modem trends, so be sure to accord 
a fin* education, since upon reaching adulthood, your 
progeny will want to make a great deal of money. Teach 
accepted principles and tenets early in Kfe.j 


Swiss hotel group faces 
bankruptcy proceedings 


ZURICH (R) — A Zurich court 
ordered bankruptcy proceedings 
Wednesday against the luxury 
Nova Part Hotel group run by 
flamboyant entrepreneur Rene 
Hatt. 

A company spokesman said the 
judge had announced his decision, 
rejecting Mr. Barfs personal plea 
to save the firm, which runs exc- 
lusive hotels in New York, Paris 
and Zurich. No decision had been 
made on whether to appeal. 

The burly, 57-year-old self- 
made millionaire took up his own 
defence in court against a move by 
his largest creditor, the Swiss 
Bank Credit Suisse, to start ban- 
kruptcy proceedings. 

Credit Suisse argued the group 
had not paid any interest on the 
mortgage for the Zurich Nova 
Park Hold since July 1983 and 
now owed the bank 63 million 
Swiss francs (S25 million). 

It said other creditors were see- 
king 75 million francs ($30 mil- 
lion), adding the group was clearly 
overindebted. The bank’s lawyer 
said there was no plan to res- 
tructure. 

The group’s troubles started 
with expansion abroad, when Hatt 
bought the Elysee Hotel in Paris, 
among the most expensive in Eur- 
ope, and the exclusive Gotham in 
New York, financed by a West 
German leasing firm whose own 
finances grew shaky in 1982. 

"The German banks, with the 


help of the Swiss banks, want to 
finish me and Nova Park off,” Mr. 
Han told foe court, . 

But he said the group could stiU 
be saved and all he needed was 
time. Speaking to reporters after 
the hearing, Mr. Hatt introduced- 
one of his new potential backers, a 
Lebanese financier who declined 
to give his name but said be rep- 
resented Kuwaiti interests who 
would buy the whole group. 

He said his clients were ready to 
provide S120 million in new funds 
to dean up the hotel group's fin- 
ances. 

The Nova Park Hotel, which 
includes health centres and whi- 
rlpool baths, was built according 
to what Mr. Hatt has called his 
personal philosophy of "freedom 
and happiness*' and ‘‘env- 
ironmental protection of the spi- 
rit*’ 

Credit Suisse said it had taken 
steps to ensure the Zurich hotel, 
the only one within the group 
which remains profitable, con- 
tinued in business and the jobs 
there remained secure. 

The group’s Elysee Hotel in 
Paris has been given a June 4 dea- 
dline to find a way of paying off 
138.6 million French francs ($13 
million) in debts. The New York 
Gotham is also facing court pro- 
ceedings after cost overruns, and 
work on foe group’s luxury hotel 
on the Nile in Cairo has come to a 
halt 


Grundig Dollar’s fortunes hinge on 
improves today’s U.S. growth data 


India postpones giant project 



NEW DELHI (R) — India said 
Wednesday it would call new ten- 
ders for $1 billionpipeline to carry 
gas to six giant fertiliser plants, 
delaying construction of the 1 .700 
kilometre project for months. 

A spokesman for the petroleum 
ministry told Reuters that major 
international companies which 
had submitted bids would have to 
make new offers for one of India's 
largest industrial schemes. 

“Apart from S250 million 
worth of pipes that India has alr- 
eady agreed to buy. nothing anil 
be decided on foe basis of offers 
already received,” he added. 

Construction of foe huge pip- 
eline was to have started two 
months ago. 

By piping gas, now wasted, from 
a huge field off foe west coast, it is 
hoped that fertiliser output, and 
with it agricultural production, 
will be increased dramatically. 

Asked why India was calling for 
hew bid£ the ministry spokesman 
said: “In a massive and costly pro- 
ject of this type we should not take 
any chances.” He did not ela- 
borate. 


Mr. Naresh Kathau. an official 
of Majestic Contractors Ltd of 
Canada, one of the firms bidding, 
told Reuters the decision had been 
delayed by foe assassination of 
prime minister Indira Gandhi last 
October and national elections in 
December. 

■*The Times of India newspaper 
said in a front-page article the 
government's decision would 
mean a delay of more than a year 
in budding the pipeline. 

As a result, commissioning of 
the fertiliser plants which would 
use the gas would also be delayed, 
the paper said. Work has begun on 
at least two plants. 

Mr. Kathau said foe project was 
so large that firms were likely to 
submit new bids, despite all the 
time- and effort spent so far. 

Die original tender set off keen 
competition among firms from 
Japan, Mexico, Canada. Bulgaria, 
France. Italy, South Korea, the 
Soviet Union, the Netherlands, 
Czechoslovakia and West Ger- 
many, with many of foe offers 
backed by attractive aid and soft 
credit packages. 


Turnover rises 34% at Neste 

HELSINKI (R) — Finland’s state-owned oil company Neste said 
Tuesday foreign operations accounted for more than half its turnover 
last year for the fust time. 

The company, Finland's largest, said turnover rose 36 per cent 
from 1983 to around $5 billion. 

Foreign operations cited in the annual report included exporting, 
trading and prospecting. 

Domestic oil sales increased only slightly in volume, but the com- 
pany reported exports of petroleum were up 34 per cent to around 
$625 million. 

Net profit, which Neste says is kept low by policy, was $11.1 
million. 

Last year’s high rates for the dollar, the currency used for its 
imports of crude from the Soviet Union, cost foe company some $30 
million, the report said. 


improves 

standing 

HANOVER, West Germany (R) 

— Grundig, the West German 
electronics group taken over by 
Philips of foe Netherlands last 
year, Tuesday announced big cuts 
in losses in the year that ended last 
month. 

Bui chief executive Mr. Her- 
manns Koning said foe firm must 
still reduce its workforce dra- 
stically to get back on a sound foo- 
ting. 

Grundig reduced its after-tax 
loss by 100 million marks ($33 
million) to around 185 million 
marks ($61 million) last year. 

- while sales rose two per cent to 2.8 
billion (S925 million). 

Mr. Koning told reporters be 
hoped less than 7,000 of Gru- 
ndig's 24,000 jobs worldwide 
would need to be cut, although up 
to 3,000 may have to go in West 
Germany. 

He said Grundig was engaged in 
a domestic price war because of 
fierce competition, especially 
from foe Far East- 

Orders for 
French arms 
total $6.2b 

PARIS (R) — The French arms 
industry kept its place as the 
world's third largest arms exporter 
with orders worth a record 61.8 
billion francs (S6.2 billion) last 
year, the defence ministry said 
Tuesday. The record order book 
was mainly due to a contract for an 
air defence system for Saudi Ara- 
bia. worth 30 billion francs (S3 
•billion) and another for 18 > 
Mirage-2000 combat aircraft for 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE). 

Industry sources said the UAE ; 
was negotiating to buy 16 more 
Mirage-2000s and Saudi Arabia 
was talking of buying about 40. 

The report said the previous 
record was 41.6 billion francs 
($4.2 billion) in 1982. The total 
fell to 29.1 billion francs (S3 bil- 
lion) in I9S3. 

Alter foe Middle East, France's 
next biggest customers were in 
Western Europe, with 10 per cent 
of foe market and North America 
.with nine per cent. Its export rec- 
ord is bettered only by the Soviet 
Union and the U.S. 

KLM celebrates 
25th anniversary 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Marking foe 
25th anniversary of the Royal 
Dutch Airlines (KLM) com- 
mencing operations in Jordan, foe 
director or KLM regional office in 
Amman Mr. and Mrs. Najeeb 
Fakhouri held a reception at foe 
King Hussein Club on Tuesday. 
The party was attended by several 
senior Jordanian officials, the 
members of foe diplomatic cora- 
m unity in Amman and journalists. 


LONDON (R) — The dollar clawed its way back 
above three marks ott currency markets Wednesday 
after dipping briefly below the psychological level on 
further concern about the condition of the U.S. eco- 
nomy. 


The dollar fell as low as 2.9870 
marks as the focus of trading swi- 
tched from the Far East to Europe 
Wednesday morning, but quickly 
bounced back as banks ana com- 
mercial traders bought foe U.S. 
currency to cover sales com- 
mitments. 

The dollar was fixed in Fra- 
nkfurt at 3.0220 marks and in 
early afternoon was trading just 
below 3.02 marks, compared with 
Tuesday night’s 3.0280 close in 
London. 

Sterling continued its recent 
show of strength, rising to SI .2830 
from SI .2770 Tuesday night. 

The dollar has now slumped 13 
per cenr from a 13-16 peak of 
3.4780 marks at the end of Feb- 
ruary. Dealers say foe reversal of 
fortunes reflects fears of a severe 
slowdown in America's heady 
economic growth rate, highlighted 
Tuesday by news that U.S. ind- 
ustrial output rose by a sluggish 
0.3 per cent last month. 

With market sentiment running 
against the dollar, little heed was 
paid to a sharp rise in U.S. hou- 
sebuilding starts for March, also 
announced Tuesday. 

Traders said the fortunes of the 
dollar depend crucially on revised 
first-quarter gross national pro- 
duct (GNP) figures due Thursday 
from foe Commerce Department 
in Washington. 

The department's preliminary 
estimate on March 21 that U5. 
GNP was growing at a mere 2.1 
per cent annual rate in the first 
three months of this year signalled 
a sharp slowdown from foe 1984 
rate of 6.8 per cent and sent the 
dollar into a tailspin. 

Thursday's data, based on com- 
plete information for the first qua- 


rter, will give a better indication of 
how foe U5. economy is likely to 
fare this year, the dealers said. 

Other factors have also weighed 
heavily against foe dollar in recent 
weeks — a rash of problems which 
have cropped up in U.S. financial 
institutions and falling American 
interest rates which have pared 
foe dollar's attraction for many 
investors. 

The key federal funds com- 
mercial money market rate dipped 
from S-Vs to 8-Va per cent in New 
York Tuesday and dollar deposit 
rates followed suit in Europe 
Wednesday. 

Banks were offering 8.81 per 
cent for six-month dollar deposits 
Wednesday but were prepared to 
pay 12.19 per cent for equivalent 
funds in sterling. 

Leading industrial powers 

debate monetary conference 

Meanwhile, the five leading 
industrial democracies debated a 
U.S. proposal for a conference to 
reform the international monetary 
system here Tuesday night but fai- 
. led to agree on a time or place for 
it, monetary sources said. 

They were able to leave aside 
the issue of currency intervention, 
which has lost much of its heat' 
because of foe recent weakening 
of the dollar, foe sources said. 

Meeting in secret here, financial 
leaders of Britain, France, Japan, 
West Germany and the United 
States reviewed a host of issues on 
the agenda of this week's semi- 
annual meetings ' of the Int- 
ernational Monetary Fund (IMF) 
and the World Bank. 

Finance ministers and central 
bankers of the so-called Group of 


five meet secretly several times a 
year to discuss issues affecting foe 
stability of the global financial sys- 
tem. 

But unlike their mid -January 
meeting, when foe dollar was soa- 
ring and they decided to intervene 
jointly on currency markets when 
they agreed it would be helpful, 
foe dollar's current decline is 
doing their work for them. 

“Fortunately, we are not in foe 
same position today as we were in 
January," said one source f amiliar 
with die talks. 

The United States has in any 
case proved a reluctant partner to 
the January agreement, charging 
that official sales of dollars on for- 
eign exchange markets to curb the 
strength of the U.S. currency do 
little long-term good. 

But since foe meeting took 
place a gains t foe backdrop of a 
weaker dollar, foe atmosphere 
improved, one source observed. 
“Actually, it was a fairly relaxed 
meeting,'’ he said. 

The United States has sug- 
gested that foe present system 
could be improved but is opposing 
the fundamental overhaul sought 
by France, which has been deeply 
worried by volatile currency mov- 
ements over the past year. 

Instead, Washington wants foe 
talks to focus on an international 
study on monetary reform, to be 
completed this June, which is lik- 
ely to recommend greater sur- 
veillance of national economic 
decisions and their global impact. 

Western officials say that earlier 
action to curb foe huge U5. bud- 
get deficit, for example, might 
have avoided the tremendous 
upheaval on currency markets in 
recent months. 

Intensified international eco- 
nomic cooperation. Western off- 
icials say, might also relieve pre- 
ssures from high U5. interest 
rates which are blunting economic 
growth and aggravating the debt 
burden of the Third World. 


Third World gives lukewarm 
response to new trade round 


WASHINGTON (R) — Third 
World countries, in their first con- 
certed reply to foe U.S. call for a 
new global trade round, have exp- 
ressed scant enthusiasm for the 
idea and urged abolition of cur- 
rent protectionist measures ins- 
tead. 

Meeting here T uesday as part of 
the semi-annual meetings of foe 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and foe World Bank, they 
issued a communique calling for 
completion of unresolved work 
left over from foe Tokyo round of 
the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade (GATT). 

“We should try to round off foe 
Tokyo round,” said Argentine 
Finance Minister Juan Sou- 
TTOuille, chairman of the dev- 
eloping country meeting. 

He told reporters there was no 
consensus among his colleagues 
for talks on trade in services and 
agriculture, two crucial demands 
of industrial countries led by foe 


United States. 

But foe communique did say 
thai trade talks limited to neg- 
otiations on goods alone would be 
acceptable. 

The Third World position will 
be considered by meetings of foe 
IMFs policy-making interim 
committee and foe IMF/World 
Bank development committee 
later this week. 

They have also presented a lau- 
ndry list of demands for easier 
debt repayment terms and inc- 
reased official loans and assistance 
to foe Third World that are likely 
to get short shrift from foe rich 
industrial nations. 

This year’s semi-annual mee- 
tings were extended to give special 
consideration to the debt crisis but 
since the initiative, proposed last 
September by foe Reagan adm- 
inistration, the industrial powers 
appears to be less enthusiastic 
about the exercise. 

This attitude. Western officials 


say, partly reflects a resumption of. 

f ilobal economic growth and a fee- 
ing foe debt situation, while still 
grave, is not likely to rock global 
financial stability as it did in mid- 
1982. 

In fact, leading officials att- 
ending foe meetings took great 
pains to dampen expectations that 
concrete measures on foe debt cri- 
sis would be taken this week. 

“We did not consider it a neg- 
otiating session and I don't think 
anybody else does,” said Mr. 
David Mulford, assistant U.S. tre- 
asury secretary for international 
affairs. 

“We’ll hear foe issues and see if 
any further things need doing," 
Mr. Mulford told a briefing on the 
week’s events. 

Dutch Finance Minister Onno 
Ruding, meanwhile, said the talks 
would take foe world “one step 
further towards solving the debt 
crisis but don’t expect miracles." 



THE BETTER HALF 


By Harris 



I STILL CAN'T 
FIND THE BALL! 




I M SENDING OUR 
SHORTSTOP OUT TO 
s. HELP YOU.. . 



n 

mill 


Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 




SO I SO SELL FRUIT 
MAKE MONEY AND 
BUY BIG APARTMENT 

HOUSE/ , " 



NOW I GO BANK. 
SIGN MV NAME X 
AND GET #501000 
LOAN/ BIG 
SUCCESS/ 



'After looking at you, the rest of the world 
doesn't seem like such a mess after all!" 


Andy Capp 





smBSsssssssssasasm 


MJNIDXXL I PROMISED 
TO TAKE FLO OUT 
TONIGHT. NEVER MIND, 
1‘LLTRVTD LET 
HER DOWN LIGHTLY.. - 




THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
e by Henri Arnold and Bob Lae 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one fetter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here: FOR 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: GROUP WHOOP VENDOR PLURAL 

Answer: The tuba player liked his work because ha 
was this— WRAPPED UP IN IT . * 


< 
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Kampuchea top 
priority for Soviet ties 


PEKING (R) — Vietnam’s withdrawal from Kam- 
puchea is China’s main pre-condition for the res- 
umption of normal Sino-Soviet ties, Chinese leader 
Deng Xiaoping said Wednesday. 


Mr. Deng told reporters China 
still insisted that Moscow remove 
three obstacles to better relations 
• — the Soviet presence in Afg- 
hanistan. it forces facing Chinese 
borders, and its support for Viet- 
nam's occupation of Kampuchea. 

“If it is difficult for the Soviet 
Union to eliminate all three obs- 
tacles at the same time, it can first 
remove one, then, progressively, 
alJ three,” Mr. Deng said. 

“It seems the easiest for the 
Soviet Union is the Vietnamese- 
army's withdrawal from Kam- 
puchea, because this will do it ao 
harm," Mr. Deng said. 

“It can still keep its relations 
with Vietnam and the bases Vie- 
tnam provides... If they keep a 
clear-headed attitude they can 
stan with this. 

“The basic issue of these three 
obstacles is that they constitute a 
danger to China." he said. 

Mr. Deng spoke to reponers in 
a corridor of the Great Hall of the 
' People before meeting visiting 
Belgian Prime Minister Wilfrfed 
Martens. 

A senior Chinese officer told 
reporters in Yunnan province 
bordering Vietnam Tuesday thar 
60 per cent of Hanoi" s 1.2 
million-strong army was con- 
fronting China. 

“We have sufficient forces and 
weaponry to repel them and deal 


them a heavy blow," Zhang Xiu- 
min g. deputy chief of staff of 
China's South Western Military 
Command, said. 

Moscow is Vietnam’s major 
backer and has the use of the for- 
mer U.S. Cam Ranh Naval Base 
there. 

Despite their continued dif- 
ferences China has made a series 
of friendly gestures to Moscow 
since Mikhail Gorbachev took 
over as Soviet leader last month 
and has repeatedly stated that it 
wants expanded trade and cultural 
ties. 

The two former allies split over 
ideological and foreign policy dif- 
ferences in the late 1950s and 
their rroops dashed during a bor- 
der dispute in 1969. 

Out of 52 divisions, 32 con- 
fronted China while only six were 
in the south of Vietnam, 12 in 
Kampuchea and two in Laos. 
Zhang said. 

Zhang, 52, accused Vietnam of 
many incursions along the border. 
Hanoi’s “expansionist designs in 
- South East Asia" had prompted a 
provocative policy against Peking, 
he said. 

Vietnam has always rejected 
the Chinese version of fighting 
along the rugged, mountainous 
border 270 kilometres south east 
of here. Hanoi charges that Peking 
has provoked trouble in order to 


help its Kampuchean guerrilla all- 
ies. 

Repeating official policy, 
Zhang said: “We will fight until 
they (the Vietnamese) stop all 
their incursions and withdraw 
their forces from Kampuchea." 

Zhang, dressed in green PLA 
fatigues with no markings of rank, 
talked with correspondents at a 
guest house in central Kunming. 

He said that since Vietnam lau- 
nched its dry-season offensive 
against Kampuchean guerrillas 
last November, fighting along the 
710-kilometre border with Yun- 
nan border had been heavy. 

“The fighting has never stopped 
for a single day. We are on the 
defensive, we will never take a 
single inch of land from Vietnam. 
They are the ones making the inc- 
ursions." 

Fighting has focussed on the 
strategic mountain pass at Lao- 
sban, a major route for Chinese 
aid to Hanoi during the Vietnam 
War with the United States. 

Zhang said that on January 15 
the Vietnamese fired more than 
100,000 shells at Laoshan and 
launched eight attacks. 

He said in the past 15 days the 
Vietnamese had reinforced their 
three divisions in the area with 
four more regiments. 

“We shall not attack unless we 
are attacked. But we will certainly 
counter-attack if we are att- 
acked,” he declared. 

“We have seen no sign that Vie- 
tnam wishes to stop its border 
provocations." 


Non-Aligned aides to discuss Namibia 


NEW DELHI (R) — Ministers 
from about 40 Non-Aligned cou- 
ntries meet here this week in a bid 
to break the deadlock on Namibia 
(South West Africa), an Indian 
External Affairs Ministry spo- 
kesman said Wednesday. 

' A three-day conference will be 
inaugurated on Friday by Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi, current 
chairman of the 101 -nation group, 
the spokesman told Reuters. 
Lower level officials will stan talks 
Thursday, he added. 

He said the fust of about 40 
ministerial delegations were exp- 
ected to arrive Wednesday. Off- 
icials from 50 other Non-Aligned 
countries were also due to attend 
the talks. 

"The delegates will be looking 


for ways of hastening the ind- 
ependence of Namibia. They hope 
to give new impetus to a deadlock 
situation." he said. 

“The meeting was called bec- 
ause of a sense that no progress 
was being made on the Namibia 
issue," the spokesman added. 

The Non-Aligned Movement, 
which includes 50 African cou- 
ntries, has repeatedly condemned 
South African rule of Namibia. 

The spokesman said the mee- 
ting was called by the 74-member 
coordinating bureau of the Non- 
Aligned Movement but was open 
to other members. 

He said a document laying 
down a new Non-Aligned position 
on the issue would probably be 
adopted at the end of the con- 


ference. “Delegates may discuss 
other international issues but the 
focus will be on Namibia." he 
added. 

Ministers would be briefed by 
Sam Nujoraa. president of the 
South West African People' s Org- 
anisation (SWAPO). 

The meeting coincides with the 
25th anniversary of the founding 
of SWAPO. 

Mr. Gandhi, who last week pre- 
sided over a 40-nation Non- 
Aligned conference on women 
and development, took over as 
chairman of the movement from 
his murdered mother Indira Gan- 
dhi. 


S. Africa 
completes 
Angola 
pullout 

JOHANNESBURG (R) —South 
Africa said it was withdrawing its 
last soldiers from Angola under a 
pull-out which analysts said was 
pan of a new push for Namibian 
(South West African) ind- 
ependence. 

A defence force spokesman told 
Reuters: “All South African tro- 
ops are withdrawing from the area 
in question in Angola Wednesday 
... There’s going to be a parade of 
troops marching over the border 
and showing the flag." 

A group of foreign and local 
reporters flew to Oshikango bor- 
der post, about 600 kilometres 
north of the Namibian capital of 
Windhoek, to witness the wit- 
hdrawal. 

Foreign Minister Pik Botha said 
on Monday the troops, remnants 
of an invasion force which moved 
into Angola from Namibia in 
December 19S3, would be rem- 
oved by the end of the week under 
a 14-month-old accord. 

The South African government 
said the troops went to Angola to 
pre-empt attacks by Namibian 
guerrillas. 

Analysts and diplomats said the 
pull-out was a conciliatory gesture 
to world opinion on Namibia, a 
former German colony between 
South Africa and Angola, which 
Pretoria rules in defiance of U.S. 
resolutions. 

Mr. Botha said Tuesday that 
South Africa stood to gain* more 
politically from disengagement 
than the security risks involved. 
Official sources said Pretoria fea- 
red that Angola planned to call a 
U.S. Security Council meeting to 
demand a pull-back. 

The analysts said the wit- 
hdrawal and a plan to set up a 
transitional government in Nam- 
ibia were South African moves 
towards a settlement for the dis- 
puted territory. 

Diplomatic sources said Wes- 
tern states were concerned that 
Pretoria's plans deviated from the 
U.N. scheme for independence 
which they had been pressing. 

The U.N. wants South Africa to 
pull out of Namibia, where nat- 
ionalist guerrillas of SWAPO 
(South West Africa People's Org- 
anisation) have been fighting a 
bush war for 18 years, so that the 
U.N. can organise elections. 


French Communists launch 
bitter attack on government 


PARIS (R) — The French Com- 
munist Party, once junior partners 
in government with President 
Francois Mitterrand’s Socialist 
Party, has launched its strongest 
attack yet on its former allies. 

A statement from the party’s 
political bureau lashed the Soc- 
ialists for introducing a form of 
proportional representation for 
next year's key parliamentary ele- 
ctions that would hit minority par- 
ties like the Communists. 

The Communist Party took part 
in the “‘union of the left” which 
swept the right out of office in May 
1981 presidential elections and 
the subsequent parliamentary 
poll. 

But the Communists, who had 
four ministers in the government 
of Prime Minister Pierre Mauroy, 
quit last July in disagreement with 
the Socialists' economic and social 
policies. 

The lengthy statement, issued 
Tuesday, said: "The situation is 


not getting any better. Millions of 
French people live a bad life.’’ 

It said disastrous economic and 
social policies were now coupled 
with an attack on democracy. 

“The electoral law for 1986 is 
marked by its capacity to weaken 
the Communist Party while fav- 
ouring the old-style political gro- 
upings," the statement said. 

Political analysts say the new 
system will have the effect of enl- 
arging the National Assembly, 
while leaving smaller groups such 
as the Communist Parry with pro- 
portionally fewer seats. 

Both the Socialists and the 
right-wing RPR and UDFparties 
stand to gain more seats. The last 
two have signed an electoral pact 
for 1986. 

Under the present two-round 
first-past-the-post system the 
Communists have 44 seats in the 
National Assembly, against 285 
for the Socialists. The RPR and 
UDF have 88 and 62 respectively. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES COHEN 
1 VW Tnbune He-3-a Services I/K 


PLAYING BY EAR 


East- Wes l vulnerable. West deals. 
NORTH 

♦ A 1042 
?Q63 

v KJ5 

♦ KQ7 

WEST EAST 

♦ 87 * K 

TAK52 T J 1094 

$A73 v 10984 2 

♦ 8543 ♦ 1098 

SOUTH 

♦ Q J 9653 
787 

0Q6 

♦ A J2 
The bidding: . 

West North East Sooth 

Pub 1 ♦ Pub 1 * 

Pass 2 ♦ - Pup . 4 ♦ 

Pan Pan Pan ■ 

Opening lead: King of 7 • 

Knowing the percentages is all 
well and good. Applying the percen- 
tages when they eninot possibly 
work is foolhardy. 

West had a borderline opening 
bid - had his side not been 
vulnerable, he might have ventured 
into the auction. Note that, even 
though N'orLh-South were playing 
four-card majors, one club is the. 
correct opening bid on the North 
hand. It provides for an easy rebid 


no matter what responder does. 

Against four spades West led the 
king of hearts. At trick two he slyly 
shifted to the three of diamonds in 
the hope that bis partner held the 
queen and declarer would mis guess. 
Declarer cleverly played the king 
from dummy — he wanted to force 
the ace from East if he held that 
card. When East followed low. 
declarer continued with a diamond 
to the queen and ace. West took his 
ace of hearts to complete the defen- 
sive book, then exited with a dub. 

AH that remained was for 
declarer to bring in the trump suit 
without loss- Missing three cards in- 
cluding the king, the odds heavily 
favor a finesse, but the early play 
had made it a certainty that the 
Gnesse was destined to fail. 

West, who had passed originally, 
had already shown up with the see- 
king of hearts and the ace of 
diamonds. The king of spades would 
have given him 14 high-card points, 
and he would never have passed. 
Therefore, the only chance for the 
contract was to find East with the 
singleton king of spades. Declarer 
led the queen of trumps to the ace. 
and was suitably rewarded for 
listening to the auction. 


Police fire kills nine 
during Karachi protests 


KARACHI (R) — Nine people 
died from gunshot wounds after 
police fired on crowds protesting 
at a fatal traffic accident, doctors 
at a government-run hospital said 
Wednesday. 

City officials Tuesday night- 
imposed a curfew on five areas 
stretching across northern Kar- 
achi after troops called in earlier 
Tuesday failed to control the pro- 
testers. 

Most of the victims died Tue- 
sday and during the night, the doc- 
tors said. At least 100 others have 


been treated for wounds from bul- 
lets, pellets and tear gas. 

* 

Female students launched the 
protests on Monday after a 20- 
year-old colleague, Bushra Zaidi, 
was killed by a minibus. Police 
tear-gassed and baton-charged 
the demonstrators. 

Over 3,000 protesting youths 
set fire to at least 40 buses, trades 
and other vehides, local residents 
said. Police said over 200 vehides 
and seven banks were damaged 
and dozens of shops looted. 


Princess unaware of her 
father’s link with Nazi SS 


LONDON (R) — Britain's Pri- 
ncess Michael of Kent, at the cen- 
tre of a royal scandal, appeared on 
television Wednesday to deny she 
had been aware of her father's 
links with the Nazi SS. 

“Here I am, 40 years old and I 
suddenly discover something that 
is really quite unpleasant I shall 
just simply have to live with it," 
the flamboyant Princess said in a 
television interview. 

The scandal hit the royal family 
Tuesday when the raass- 
drculation Daily Minor reported 
that the princess's father, Baron 
Gunther von Reibnitz, was a Nazi 
party member who joined the SS 
in 1933? the year Adolf Hitler 
took power. 

Although' the Princess con- 
firmed that her father had served 
in Hitler’s elite force, Buckingham 
Palace said she had received the 
news “as a total surprise.” 

The Daily Minor said the Pri- 
ncess, married to Prince Michael 
of Kent, a first cousin of Queen 
Elizabeth, had long been aware of 
her father’s SS connection. 

On Tuesday night the Princess 
attended a banquet with the royal 
family at Windsor Castle, west of 
London. Wearing a glittering 
tiara," she appeared relaxed with 
her blonde hair pinned up in her 
favourite style. 

There was no evidence that her 
father, who died two years ago, 
had been involved in SS war cri- 
mes. 

In Melbourne, journalist Barry 
Everingham, who is writing a bio- 
graphy of the Princess with whom 
he grew up in Australia, said both 
she and the Queen had known for 
a long time that the Baron had 
been a Nazi. 

“Of course Marie-Christine 


knew about it. All this surprise is a 
load of rubbish ” be said m an int- 
erview. • 

The Princess, born Marie- 
Christine vop Reibnitz, married 
Prince Michael in 1978. He was 
forced to renounce his rights as 
16th in line to the throne because 
she was a Roman Catholic. 

In Vienna Nazi-bunter Simon 
Wiesenthal Tuesday threw further 
light on the secret Nazi past of the 
father of the Princess. 

But Wjeseathal. who has helped 
bring many Nazi c rimtnaU to jus- 
tice, said he knew of now specific 
crimes of which the late Baron 
Gunther von Reibnitz could be 
accused. 

Wiesenthal told Reuters that his 
records showed that Von Reibnitz 
joined Hitler's National Socialist 
Party in about 1930, well before it 
took power in Germany in 1933. 

Von Reibnitz had membership 
number 41 2,855, Wiesenthal said, 
a comparatively low number ind- 
icating veteran status. 

On July 4, 1934 Von Reibnitz 
joined the elite SS (Schutz- 
Staffel) force, which was later to 
ran the concentration camps 
where mflUons of people were 
exterminated. 

But Wiesenthal, who is based in 
Vienna, said he had no evidence 
that Von Reibniz was personally 
involved in concentration camp 
work. 

“If this man had been in a con- 
centration camp he would be 
known by name to me," he said, 
adding that he would check fur- 
ther in his' archives. Wiesenthal, 
himself a survivor at a Nazi camp, 
commented that Princess Michael 
could not be held responsible for 
her father's actions. “Look, the 
daughter is not guilty,” he said. 


U.S. rules out direct 
involvement in Nicaragua 


NE\? YORK (R) — The Reagan 
administration has ruled out direct 
use of U.S. military force in Nic- 
aragua at present but believes 
such action may eventually be 
necessary if other alternatives fail, 
according to a secret document 
quoted in Wednesday’s New York 
Times. 

The document, a ‘top secret’ ■ 
report on administration, support 
of ’Contras' opposing Managua’s 

Sandinist government, said the 
White House wants to expand the 
size of rebel forces by up to 15,000 
men to put more pressure on the 
Sandinists. 

Military force “must rea- 
listically be recognised as an eve- 
ntual option, given our stakes on 
the region, if other policy alt- 
ernatives fail,” the New York 
Tunes quoted the report as saying. 

The 22-page report, which was 
sent to Congress, maintained that 
only direct pressure brought by 
expanded rebel forces fighting on 


Nicaragua’s northern and sou- 
thern bordere could force the San- 
dinists to accept U.S. demands, 
the New York Times said. 

“Assistance provided to the 
Nicaraguan democratic opp- 
osition will be structured so as to 
increase the size and effectiveness 
of its insurgent forces to a point 

where their pressure convinces the 

Sandinista leadership that it has 
no alternative but to pursue a cou- 
rse of moderation," the report 
said. 

The New York Times said Mr. 
Reagan believed aid to the Con- 
tras should be resumed at a level 
sufficient to create real pressure 
on the government of Nicaragua 
(20,000-man insurgent force in 
foe north and 5,000- to 10,000- 
man force in the south). 

The administration now est- 
imates there are 15,000 guerrillas 
fighting from bases in Honduras 
on Nicaragua’s northern border 
the New York Times said. 


Death toll reaches 13 in 
riot-hit west Indian city 


NEW DELHI (R) — Nine more 
people have been killed in clashes 
inAhmedabad, bringing the death, 
toll in two days of woleace in the 
riot-hit western Indian city to 13, 
the Press Trast of India (FT!) rep- 
orted Wednesday. 

The news agency said troops 
were sent in and an indefinite cur- 
few was clamped on the whole of 
the old part of the city after Tue- 
sday’s dashes. 

More than 35 people were also * 
injured in s tabbings and when pol- 
ice opened fire to restore order, 
PTI added. 

Angry crowds gathered in sev- 
eral parts of the city late Tuesday 
night throwing stones and setting 
fire to shops and bouses, it said. 

For the last two months Ahm- 
edabad and the surrounding state 
of Gujarat have been bit by vio- 
lent student demonstrations in 
protest against a policy reserving a 
set quota of government jobs and 
university places for the und- 
erprivileged classes and castes. 

PTI said anti-reservationist 
groups and their opponents fought 
pitched battles as troops moved 
into the city. 

The clashes followed the deaths 
of four people on Monday when 
police fired to disperse an angry 
crowd. 

Another protestor was killed on 
Monday in the Gujarat town of 
Amreli in an act of self- 


immolation. 

PTI said about 500 protestors 
presented themselves for arrest in 
Ahmedabad as part of. the anti- 
reservation camp ai gn Tuesday. 

Meanwhile the Indian Defence 
Ministry said Tuesday what it ter- 
med Pakistan’s “relentless pur- 
suit” of a nuclear weapons cap- 
ability was India’s biggest security 
worry. 

“Acquisition of massive and 
highly sophisticated weaponry .1. 
are far beyond Pakistan’s leg- 
itimate defence needs and would 
bestow on her an offensive cap- 
ability,” the ministry ’s amnia! 
report said. 

-Pakistan’s relentless pursuit of 
midear weapons capability with 
the assistance and connivance of 
certain countries has added anew 
dimension to our security env- 
ironment,” it added. The report 
did not name the countries. 

The ministry said Pakistan had 
taken full advantage of the con- 
tinued Soviet presence in Afg- 
hanistan to project to itself to 
Washington as a front-line state. 

India has repeatedly expressed 
concern over U.S. arms sales to 
Pakistan, while Islamabad has 
denied Indian charges that it sou- 
ght to obtain nuclear weapons. 
ij India explpjied^nudear device 
in 1974 andnaCTefusedto sign foe 
nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty 
(NPT). 
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990 Sikh women widowed duiing riots 

NEW DELH I (R) — The Indian government said Wednesday 
that almo st 1,000 women were widowed in New DeUu dunng 
anti-Sikh rioti triggered by Indira Gandhfs assasinauon. Min- 
ister of State for Home (mteriorJRam DfoanSmba smdrn a 
SrfetCTieply to parliament that 0 women became wid<ra* m 
Delhi during the riots. More than 2, 7 00 . people. ' Slkhs - 
were kflledur nationwide unrest sparked by Mrs. Gandhi s mur- 
der by two Sikh bodyguards outside her Delhi residence on Cta. 
3 1 . Prime Minister Rap v Gandhi has ord ered a j ud rati probe inuo 
the violence following a demand 1 for an inquiry by Sikh political 
leaders. 

‘Shepherds’ to protect elephapts 

DAKAR (R) — Delegates from 40 nations are meeting here to 
discuss ways of protecting Africa's dwindling elephant pop- 
ulation, including a plan for specially-trained “shepherds to 
protect some of them. Meeting for the first time in Africa, the 
International Hunting and Game Protection Council is expected 
to approve a plan called “shepherds for elephants" during a 
four-day general assembly which ends on Thursday. Under the 
plan, 36 volunteers will be entrusted with the protection of Sen- 
egal's remaining herds of elephant in Niokolo-Koba Park, in the 
'south east of the country. 

Borobudur TempIe restored 

JAKARTA (R) — Indonesia’s ancient Buddhist temple of Bor- 
obudur in central Java has been entirely restored after an ext- 
remist bomb attac k in January which damaged nine of its 72 
stupahs, Antara News Agency said Wednesday. The official age- 
ncy said the cost of the repairing the damage caused by home- 
made time bombs had been met by the government. 

3 sentenced to death for drug offences 

LAGOS (R) — Three Nigerians, two of them women, were 
sentenced to death by firing squad for drag offences, Lagos Radio 
said. Shola Oguntayo, 19, and Sidikatu Tairu, 30, were arrested at 
Lagos Airport in August with packets of heroin hidden in their 
bodies. This brings to three the number of women sentenced to 
’death for drag offences since the military government introduced 
cap it a l punishment in July to curb drug trafficking. A mother of 
three was sentenced to death last month but the military aut- 
horities have yet to confirm the verdict. The radio said the third 
person sentenced was Oladele Omoshebi, 44, who was charged 
with helping the women in their attempt to smuggle drugs out of 
the country. 

Catholics protest against Godard film 

ROME (R) — Followers of rebel Roman Catholic traditionalist 
Archbishop Marcel Levebvre held a prayer service outside a 
Rome Cinema to protest at the planned screening of the J.ean-Luc 
Godard film “ Je vous Salue, Marie." About 40 people, including 
priests, nuns and seminarians of Lefebvre’s order, prayed and 
dianted the rosary and asked that the authorities ban the film, a 
modern version of the story of the Virgin Mary. They said it was 
scandalous. They put a s mall white statue of the Madonna on a 
pedestal and held up a large gold crucifix as they chanted between 
prayers: “Long live Christ, down with blasphemers." One of the 
priests, Emanuel Duchalard, told Reuters the film which has 
several nude scenes, was a “blasphemy against God and his Holy 
Mbther. This kind of film should not be allowed.” Catholics in 
France have also protested against the film. 
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1 Singe 

39 Strawberry 

80 “Mr. bones, my 

88 Common code 

S Model wood 

atadkm? 

daughter it 
piaprjg Beaflio- 

87 Winter amar 

10 Froat 

40 “Waiter, why 

88 Avoid 

15 Olympic 

do you have a 

ten tonight 1“ 

82 Made known 

•abide 

rad thumbs 

87 Chin tee. ag. 

84 Sonny's ex 

19 Topdrearer 

49 Lacerated 

88 MRonwiillc’* 

88 Moroccan port 

20 MualchaM 

50 “Botero’ 

89 Norm: abbr. 

87 Poor type 

21 Proportion 

ccmpoeer 

70 Vanda 

88 Encases 

22 Addled 

SI Skulks 

71 Calm 

102 TW. Bonos, 

23 T8r.Banea.do 

62 H. money 

72 Championship 

whom cant 

your doge here 

58 YetriSp. 

74 Super's 

gmhoidof 

fleeaT 

27 Pitot* 

28 Insist aloud 

54 Cabbage 
plants 

55 Composer Erik 

77 Srtrtopenvar. 

78 Van OOgh setting 

yooriimerT’ 

107 Moaa randier 

108 Eldritch 

29 Weaheegment 

58 Cousin of Bw 

79 Marianne or 

109 Hesitant 

30 RMne leader 

chat 

dement 

110 Best tor one 

31 GNesttweye 

57 — qua non 

90 CRmbkiawey 

111 Attic staff 

33 Cowered 

58 Reverend* 

■1 “Miss Jones, 

112 Ebfae 

35 To pieces 

word 

get mytrakar1“ 

113 Rob 

38 Pen 

59 FVIwBbgsa 

85 Row mgigare 

114 Exploit 
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DOWN 


1 Container* 

2 Owl sound 

28 Peria'a pop 
31 DosortRod* 

58 CryataWnod 

82 Scarlett's 

83 Shrivel 

3 Dealer's damand 

32 Laos 

57 Dawntifflrun 

4 Work on a play 
8 “Algiers" alar 

33 Ttuottta 

58 Horn branch 

84 DtscoraM 

34 Soaks Hu 

60 HorrmtUka 


5 Lovegraatiy 

35“-boyT 

81 Rhone feeder 

89 Newamorflon 

7 Teiemcope part 

38 Sound unit 

82 Katkova etai. 

90 Durable wood 

8 The son 

37 Flying prefix 

38 

53 Head of [he 

91 Weathercocks 

9 Indefinite 

MfKrtcka 

92 Frontier name 

reanber 

39 Mecca 

84 AB . 

93 Ooita 

10 Desire 

41 Planet 

65 Grind 


11 RlchhA 

42 Toned aahen 

85 Komrionptoyer 

95 Hollywood 

12 Path for 

43 Popiar 

71 MMtoralhelmm 

writer Ban 

Petronto* 

44 Cutter* 1 Ido 

72 Harried 

97 Nm 

13 Saem 

45 Puts on notice 

73 Hebrides Me 

98 (Qngpfci 

14 Qossettol 

48 Warbler 

74 Heavenly 

99 Stash away 



16 Rabbit 

IS Exploiting 

17 Ninnies 

18 AUoviatad 

24 Mom ol poetry . 

25 E. Gar. city 


47 Mountain 
rtdga 

48 Tad adjunct 

“SSSS-a 

55 Piquant 


75 Haystack 

76 Sugar Paul 

7B “—and bear— " 
(teafadi) 

79 Oat attar 
B0 CauffttuRraadr 
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ACROSS 
1 Twk-iuiar 
4 Detection 


S RhatagofcT 

10 Mountain 
rtdga 

11 Seabird 

12 Atievtstod 

13 Matfdnal barbs 
IS Highway: afabr. 
18 “A— Named 


19 Dairy machine 
21 Msrivtecbire 
25 Negative 
. 28 Conftrawj* 
alta 

30 Andanf - 


37 Stager YB*} 

38 Trooper's 


41 NoveBet Laort 

42 MongoSan 


31 Ok) Fr. coin 

32 Oatabrata 
34 BaH 

38. Laundry 


DOWN 

1 Grownups 

2 to abundance 

3 Not awake 

4 “Nonna — " 

5 BtbBcal 
mount 

6 Fighting atrip 

7 RIM — 

0 Crknaon 

11 OH-tanpalgn 
14 Bap i aa al Mi? 


17 Hope cheat 
comanta 

18 House pat 

20 Raton tabula 

21 GOfla- 

22 Taka as one’s 


23 “MASfrT locate 36 Rjk&o lntar- 

24 Antoidetytr 
27 Cantor at 


44 krtamaum 

46 Small cop* 
50 Endocrine 
gland 


29 Coranat 
29 Bitter 

31 Cod 

32 KtmcSp. 

33 Geese. 
35 Outer 


101 Herring** kin 

103 — Gardena 

104 Tcbra.’grp. 

105 Overhead 
railroad* 

108 Bribe 


52 Exclamation of 
dtocoi ery 

53 Ud 

54 Betel pata 
58 PMopaphi 

for abort 

57 Deserve 

58 Bank money: 
abbr. 

59 Actor John 
Howard — 

80 Roman bnm 


43 'I 
partner 

46 Nicotinic add 

47 Went place 

48 Outefl 

49 Puteiq> 

51 Tbne periods 
abbr. 

52 VksMtv 
54 Bee. mil 


Laat Week's Cryptograms 

2: 

CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. LULOZALCLO HOLZ REPFEULM DOZ DXHCA 
exaop GOOC E colla-jyp bum 

EJZOPZBYXFBZM. —By Marian E. Adame 

a. ORCMW SPAT BABHOVP W ACX: WA LOVE RS 
LM OVCM VC AUUVWRACVD SRXOE: RETV AGM P 
VW WAAC VW KAB WVK EOVE RT P R X O E. 

-By Martka P. Genqer 

“CO ,BATS *» ■»».„ FC A SWO. L D E J 
hdhhe i» ccj NWTANE ocbn .scats, 

-By Earl Ireland 

t AWSSM UKO SWIM OWKIPH WUDJNWY JAW 
' DEEP NO EOW VNSW. 

-By Lofa b. Jones 
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